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Canada Needs You 

 
The CD and The Guide  
 
This  s tudy guide  was  writ ten to  accompany the  CD “Canada Needs  You – 
Volume  1 ” by Mike  Ford.  The  guide  is  writ ten for both teachers  and 
s tudents  alike , containing  excerpts  of informat ion and act ivity ideas  aimed 
at  the  grade  7  and 8  leve l of Canadian his tory.  The  CD is  divided into  four 
themes , and within each, lyrics  and informat ion pertaining  to  the  topic  are  
inc luded.  The  songs  are  a great  “hook” to  lead s tudents  into  the  topics ; 
to  fo llow up, a lis t  of act ivity ideas  and re sources  also  accompany the  
material.  I hope  you will find this  guide  re source ful and that  more  ideas  
can be  built  upon it ! 
 
Mike Ford: A Biography 
 
Mike Ford is  a Juno-nominated art is t  whose  concerts  and recordings  are  
garnering  crit ical and popular acclaim coas t -to-coas t . Known to  many as  
1 / 4  of the  eccentrically success ful fo lk-pop-vaudeville  band MMoxy Früvous 
(with whom Mike  has  entertained count le s s  fe s t ivals , theatre s , c lubs  
across  North America and Europe  and recorded 7  acclained albums) , Mike  
has  embarked on a whole  new career phase  with his  rollicking  Canada In 
Song project . His  two solo  albums , sstars shone on toronto ( featuring  mus ical 
homages  to  Jane  Jacobs , The  Oak Ridges  Moraine  & Tooker Gomberg 
among others )  and the  MapleMus ic  Recording CCanada Needs You, volume one 
(  a Juno-nominated romp through Canadian His tory)  are  filled with 
provocat ive  orig inal compos it ions  de livered in a mult itude  of s tyle s . Mike 's  
interact ive  concerts  for Intermediate  and Senior Canadian Studie s , Mus ic  
and French s tudents  are  all the  rage  in schools  across  the  country ( in 
these  shows  he 's  current ly debut ing  new Canadian His tory orig inals  for 
volume  two of Canada Needs  You, due  out  in fall '0 7 ) .  He  has  also  
recent ly graced fe s t ival s tages  as  a ‘swing’ member of The  Arrogant  
Worms , and has  teamed up of late  with mult iple  Juno-award-winning 
s inger David Francey, writ ing  and performing new ‘Great  Lakes ’ songs  for 
the ir Laker Mus ic  Project .  
 
Mike  is  the  rec ipient  of an Ontario  Arts  Council Art is t  In Educat ion Grant , 
enabling him to  work with Toronto  s tudents  in the  creat ion of the ir own 
songs  about  the  environment , community and ident ity. 
 
Mike  live s  in eas t  Toronto with his  wife  Therese  and s tep-daughter 
Jacque line . He  is  an avid s tudent  and teacher of Canadian His tory and is  a 
contributor to  McGraw-Hill’s  new Secondary School textbook, Defining  
Canada. He  has  worked in or vis ited every region of this  incredible  country 
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and is  dedicated to  sharing  his  enthus iasm for Canada’s  land and his tory 
with s tudents  of all ages . 
 
For further info , vis it  wwww.mikeford.ca 

 
 
 
Connections to the  
Ontario Ministry of Education Curriculum 
 
In Grade  7 , the  s tudy of his tory focuses  on the  deve lopment  of Canada 
from the  seventeenth to  the  early nine teenth century. Students  
inves t igate  the  contribut ions  of s ignificant  groups  and individuals  and 
deve lop an unders tanding of Canada’s  European roots . They s tudy the  
early se t t lements  of North America and the ir impact  on the  Firs t  Nat ion 
people s  and on English-French re lat ions . They examine  the  economic, 
social, and polit ical challenges  facing  New France  and Brit ish North 
America, as  we ll as  the  course  of conflict  and change  in the  two colonie s  
that  culminated in the  rebe llions  of 1 8 3 7 –3 8 . Emphas is  is  placed on the  
deve lopment  of crit ical thinking skills , inc luding the  ability to  examine  
is sues  from more  than one  point  of view. 
 
In Grade  8 , s tudents  deve lop an unders tanding of events  in Canada from 
the  1 8 5 0 s  to  1 9 1 4  and the  events  leading up to  the  beginning of the  
Firs t  World War. They inves t igate  the  format ion of the  Canadian nat ion 
and it s  subsequent  expans ion. They also  examine  some  of the  individuals , 
groups , and movements  promot ing  polit ical and social change  in the  early 
twent ie th century. 
(Take n from the  Ontario  Minis try o f Educat ion Soc ial Sc ie nce s  Curriculum for Grade s  7  
and 8 .)  
 
The topics for Grades 7 and 8 that are reflected in the CD and the guide are 
as follows: 
 
Grade 7:  
New France 
British North America 
Conflict and Change 
 
Grade 8:  
Confederation 
The Development of Western Canada 
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Related Works 
Here  is  a part ial lis t  of art is ts  and the ir work which are  also  re lated to  
Canadian His tory: 
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ARTIST ALBUM SONG TITLE 
The  Arrogant  Worms  Dirt  Ce line  Dion, Rocks  and 

Tre e s  
The  Band Northe rn Lights , 

Southe rn Cros s  
Acadian Driftwood 

Be au Dommage  Be au Dommage  Harmonie  au Chatauguay 
David France y Torn Scre e n Door; 

 
The  Far End of Summe r 

Hard Ste e l Mill, St . Johns  
Train; 

Banks  o f the  Se away, 
Fie lds  o f Sas katche wan 

Stan Roge rs  Coffe e hous e  to  Conce rt  
Hall 

Northwe s t  Pas s age , Billy 
Gre e n, Barre t t ’s  

Private e rs , Scarborough 
Se t t le r’s  Lame nt  

Moxy Fuvous  The  C Album; 
Bargainville  

Guine a Pig ; 
Rive r Valle y, The  Kind o f 
Spain, My Baby Love s  a 

Bunch o f Authors  
Buffy Sainte -Marie  The  Be s t  Of Star-Walke r, Now that  

the  Buffalo  
Kim and Re gg ie  Harris  Songs  o f the  

Unde rground Railroad 
Drinking  Gourd 

Wade  He ms worth Fo lk Songs  o f the  
Canadian North Woods  

Black Flie s , Log  Drive r’s  
Waltz  

Gordon Light foot  Live  Canadian Railroad Trilogy 
Lawre nce  Mart in Wapis tan is  Mart in 

Lawre nce  
Elde rs  

Muddy York /  Ian Be ll Scat te r the  As he s  How We  Got  Up to  the  
Woods  

Rhe os tat ics  Whale  Mus ic ; 
Me lville ; 

The  Blue  Hys te ria; 
Mus ic  Ins pire d by the  

Group o f Se ve n 

Hors e s ; 
Whe n Winte r Come s ; 
Bad Time  to  be  Poor 

 

Stompin’ Tom Souve nirs  (2 5  o f the  
Be s t )  

Bud the  Spud, The  
Hocke y Song  

Robe rt  Se rvice  McGe e , McGre w & Othe r 
Gre at  Se rvice  

Spe ll o f the  Yukon 

The  Trag ically Hip Phantom Powe r; 
 

Fully Comple te ly 

Bobcayge on, Thomps on 
Girl; 

5 0  Mis s ion Cap/ Bill 
Barilko  

Gille s  Vigne ault  J’ai uvu le  Lion, le  Loup 
e t  le  Re nard 

Mon Pays , Ge ns  Du Pays  
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General Lesson Ideas 
 
A number of act ivity ideas  can be  used for all four themes  of this  guide .  
They include : 

 

- Rewrit ing  lyrics  to  exis t ing  songs , performing them in an “Idol” 
compet it ion; 

 

- Creat ing  artwork, poe try, mus ic , journal entrie s  for s ignificant  
people ; 

 

- Creat ing  a museum in which different  art ifacts  or sculptures  of 
people  are  s tudied and presented according to  a theme; 

 

- Crime  Scene  Inves t igat ion (CSI): Stage  the  deaths  of s ignificant  
his torical figures  and g ive  c lues .  Students  have  to  figure  out  
through the  c lues  who these  people  are  and how they died; 

 

- Creat ing  a play or mus ical that  would act  as  a parody of a his torical 
event; 

 

- Creat ing  t ime lines , mind-maps , PowerPoint  presentat ions  or 
webs ite s ; 

 

- Exchange  informat ion on a topic  with another school through video 
conferencing . 

 
 
General Research Resources 
 
Historica 
URL: ht tp:/ / www.his tori.ca 
 
His torica Canadian Encyclopedia 
URL: www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com 
 
CBC Archives  
URL: http:/ / archives .cbc .ca/ index.asp?IDLan=1  
 
Library and Archives  Canada 
URL: ht tp:/ / www.collect ionscanada.ca 
  
Youth Links  
URL: ht tp:/ / www.youthlinks .org  
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Theme One: 
Canada’s Fur Trade 

 
Songs By Mike (Track 2 and 3) 
 
THANADELTHUR 
(Words & Music: Mike Ford) 
From the album “Canada Needs You - vol. 1” - MapleMusicRecordings 
 
In your caribou hide  Thanade lthur 
And the  fire  ins ide  Thanade lthur 
And your songs  of thanks  to  the  land 
That  my West  Highlands  heart  
Could not  unders tand 
When worlds  collide  Thanade lthur 
 
Where  the  tundra mee ts  tree  You commanded 
And made  peace  with the  Cree  Single -handed 
Teenage  Dene  g irl 
Who spoke  from her heart  
And fought  for her world 
And lit  a fire  in me  Thanade lthur 
 
You e scaped the  beas t  that  shackled you down 
Then you walked across  a cont inent’s  crown 
You saw the  look I gave  when you said gold 
But  you never lived to  see  what  took hold 
The  fur-lus t  and the  coming of the  misguided fools  
With the ir s ickness  and guns  and kidnapping schools  
Be tween the  borealis  and the  Wolf Star 
Oh Thanade lthur that’s  where  you are  
 
Now your young body fades  Your voice  is  quie t  
Within these  dark palisades  And I try to  deny it  
And pray your language  to  learn 
Be fore  The  Great  Spirit  calls  
For you to  re turn 
But  you smile  unafraid Thanade lthur 
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The Story of Thanadelthur: 
(From Manitoba Culture , Heritage  and Tourism webs ite : 
ht tp:/ / www.gov.mb.ca/ chc/ archives / rearview/ thanede lthur/ 1 .html)  
 
Thanade lthur (d. 1 7 1 7 )  was  a Chipewyan woman who, with other 
members  of her tribe , was  captured by Cree  people  in the  spring  of 1 7 1 3 . 
She  and another Chipewyan woman e scaped that  fall, and after trying  to  
ge t  back to  the ir own people , were  forced by weather and hunger to  
reach the  Hudson's  Bay Company pos t  at  York Fort . Thanade lthur reached 
the  fort  on 2 4  November 1 7 1 4 . Her companion, however, had already 
perished from s tarvat ion. James  Knight , in charge  of York Fort , was  happy 
to  rece ive  Thanade lthur (who was  called "Slave  Woman" in HBC records ) , 
as  he  wished to  e s tablish trade  with her people , which had not  been 
poss ible  due  to  fight ing  be tween the  Cree  and the  Chipewyan. 
 
At  the  reques t  of Knight , Thanade lthur accompanied William Stewart , 
another HBC officer, and a party of 1 5 0  York Factory Cree  in 1 7 1 5  on a 
peace  miss ion to  the  Chipewyan so  that  they could be  encouraged to  
trade  with the  HBC without  fear of vio lent  encounters  with the  Cree . 
After success fully negot iat ing  a peace  be tween the  two groups , due  
most ly to  Thanade lthur's  influence  among her people , they re turned to  
York Fort  in May 1 7 1 6 . On the ir re turn, however, they came  across  the  
bodie s  of Chipewyan who had been murdered by a small group of Cree . In 
order to  prevent  further at tacks  be tween the  two groups , Thanade lthur 
went  in search of the  Chipewyan who had e scaped the  at tack, brought  
them back to  the  party of Cree  who had been on the  peace  miss ion, and 
e s tablished a truce  be tween them. 
 
To facilitate  trade  with the  Chipewyan, Knight  decided to  e s tablish a pos t  
at  Churchill River, c loser to  the ir lands , which Thanade lthur s trongly 
supported. Tragically, she  became  ill in December 1 7 1 6 , and died on 5  
February 1 7 1 7 . The  pos t  at  Churchill was  built  later that  year. 
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LES VOYAGEURS 
(Words  & Mus ic: Mike  Ford)  
From t he  album “Canada Needs  You - v ol. 1 ” - MapleMus icRecordings  
 
1 2  short  men in a birch-bark s tat ion wagon 
Stuffed to  the  gunne ls  for a s ix-week haul 
Cutt in through the  rapids  and the  waves  like  a water dragon 
Bid farewe ll to  Montreal (Adieu Adieu a Montreal)  
 
Stroke  by s troke  up the  Ottawa and Mattawa 
The  Nipis s ing  and French into  Georgian Bay 
Sault  Ste  Marie  by Michimilimackinaw 
Lake  Superior with he ll to  pay (Lac Superieur a traverser)  
 
With a (be lch)  and a ( fart )  and a (hork spit  c lang)  
And a (bzzzz s lap)  paddle  all the  day 
En roulant  ma boule  dans  un canot  qui coule  
La vie  damnee  des  engages  
 
LES VOYAGEURS LES VOYAGEURS 
 
8 0  kilo  packs  on my back portagin’ 
Roots  trippin’ up my moccas in boots  
Se ll my soul for a fire  and a foot  massage  
A pipe  and a game  a’ Trivial Pursuits  (Allumez la pipe  au bout  d’ la route )  
 
Tump-lined wannigan, bug filled pemmican 
Muskeg rum kegger rendezvous  
Hard Tack tamarack do it  over all again 
Skee ters  and the  feeders  an a salt -pork s tew ( le s  moust iques  dans  le  
ragout)  
 
With a (be lch)  and a ( fart )  and a (hork spit  c lang)  
And a (bzzzz s lap)  paddle  all the  day 
En roulant  ma boule  dans  un canot  qui coule  
La vie  damnee  des  engages  
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LES VOYAGEURS LES VOYAGEURS 
 
Skins  of the  mart in, ot ter and rat  - Racoon and squirre l and beaver top 
hat  
White -tail deer and a lynx and a mink and a thin bark skin keep ta it  outta 
the  drink 
 
White -water whirlpool fear run thru me  
1 4  white  crosse s  on the  shore  
Gift  of tobacco for Gitchi Goomi 
L’oe il de  la mort  sur le s  hommes  du nord LES VOYAGEURS... 
 
A Note By Mike: 
“Like  many padding enthus ias ts , I can't  he lp imagining the  live s  of Les  
Voyageurs  while  on a canoe  trip myse lf. Although the  waterways  may 
look s imilar, the  means  of transport  roughly the  same , and the  
mosquitoes  somet imes  equally unbearable , the  c ircumstances  could not  
be  more  different . For me , it 's  a long weekend of paddle s  and portages  
for the  sake  of fun and exercise . For them, it  was  over 5  months  of back-
breaking and large ly monotonous  labour. But  they were , in a way, kings , 
free  from the  c ity and the  farm. They must  have  fe lt  great  pride  in the ir 
Herculean prowess  and specialized talents . I'm most  fasc inated at  how 
integral mus ic  was  to  the ir trade . It  kept  spirit s  up but  also  was  the  
de facto  acce lerator and speedometer - songs  were  used to  measure  
dis tance , and gave  the  Voyageurs  a rolling  score  for tale s  of love  and 
adventure . 
 

Pe ter C Newman's  Hudson's  Bay Trilogy, the  2 nd book of which, Caesars  
of the  Wilderness  (Penguin)  provides  exce llent  his torical scope  and 
re search re lat ing  to  the  live s  of the  Voyageurs . A condensed and thrilling  
vers ion of this  is  found in Pierre  Berton's  The  Great  Lakes  (McCle lland & 
Stewart) . For specific  informat ion regarding the  building  of the  Fur Trade  
Canoes , and the ir cargo, I recommend Jim Polling , Sr.'s  The  Canoe ; an 
Illus trated His tory (Prospero)  and for a brilliant  and epic  lyrical take  on 
this  theme , I highly recommend Superior Illus ions  (Natural Heritage )  by 
Richard Pope .  
 

Mus ic ians  and groups  such as  Tangle foot , Gille s  Vigneault  have  created 
wonderful modern vers ions  of Voyageur songs , and my personal favourite  
is  La Bott ine  Souriante  and Miche l Rivard's  "Mart in de  la Chasse -Galarie" - 
the ir take  on the  famous  French Canadian Faust ian Voyageur tale . (Found 
on La Bott ine  Souriante 's  La Mis trine  CD)  
In writ ing  this  song, I wanted to  include  many terms  from French, 
Algonkin, e tc  that  are  associated with the  craft  or the  Fur Trade . I also  
wanted to  include  a few of the  sounds  one  is  apt  to  hear when paddlers  
have  been eat ing  nothing but  pemmican and beans  for 6  weeks . Happy 
Paddlin'!”  
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Who were the Voyageurs? 
(From Les  Voyageurs  du Quebec webs ite :  
ht tp:/ / www.milton.k1 2 .vt .us / WebQuests / SChris tensen/ quebec_ webques
t .htm) 
 
The  Voyageurs  of Quebec were  the  firs t  of many immigrants  to  Canada. 
These  hardy pioneers  came  from France  to  live , hunt , and tame  the  
fore s ts  and s treams  of a new world. To these  French-speaking 
immigrants , they were  seeking to  create  a "New France", jus t  like  English 
colonis ts  were  seeking to  create  a "New England." 
These  pioneers  met  many hardships  such as  hos t ile  Indians , famine , and 
every conce ivable  danger that  nature  could throw at  them. The  Saint  
Lawrence  River (St . Laurent  in French)  was  the  key to  se t t ling  this  new 
region of North America.  
"Quebecois" (French speaking pioneers  and trappers )  re lied on the  St . 
Lawrence  and it s  tributarie s  to  provide  access  to  the  rich interior of 
Quebec. Hunt ing  beaver, fox, and other animals  for the ir furs , these  
voyageurs  trave led deeper into  the  region. In the  process , the  voyageurs  
he lped deve lop a unique  and different  culture  than the  re s t  of North 
America. This  culture  was  predominant ly a French speaking, Catholic , and 
rural populat ion that  eventually was  forced to  survive  in an increas ing  sea 
of Anglophones  (English speakers ) . 
Key Terms, People and Places 
 
Cree: 
The  Cree  are  an indigenous  people  of North America, whose  people  come  
from across  the  Rocky Mountains  to  the  At lant ic  Ocean in Canada and the  
United State s  of America.  They are  the  larges t  group of Firs t  Nat ions  
people  in Canada, also  known as  Nat ive  Americans  in the  United State s .  
 

Dene: 
A group of Firs t  Nat ions  indigenous  people  who live  in the  Arct ic  regions  
of Canada, and were  the  firs t  people  to  se t t le  in the  Northwest  
Territorie s .  They include  five  groups: the  chipewyan, the  Tli Cho, the  
Ye llowknives , the  Slavey and the  Sahtu.’  
 

Fur Trade:  
The  bus iness  of trading animal furs  for c lothing  and fashion purposes .  
The  most  valued fur would be  beaver pe lle t , as  it  is  the  bes t  fur used to  
make  fe lt .  In the  1 6 0 0 s , European beavers  were  over-hunted when the ir 
fur was  popular for hat  use .  The  discovery of the  North American beaver 
was  a miracle  to  all the  hat-makers  in Europe . 
 

Hudson Bay Company (HBC):  
The  oldes t  and larges t  company in Canadian his tory, it  began through the  
fur trade  and the  explorat ion of Canada. 
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James Knight:  
An English carpenter who worked for the  Hudson Bay Company.  He  was  
soon promoted to  Chie f Factor, the  commander of trade  pos ts .  His  
bigges t  achievement  was  reclaiming the  York Fort  pos t  from the  French in 
1 7 1 4 . 
 
York Fort:  
Also  known as  York Factory, the  York Fort  was  a Hudson's  Bay Company 
pos t  at  the  mouth of the  Hayes  River on Hudson Bay, in what  is  now 
northern Manitoba. It  was  e s tablished in 1 6 8 4  by Pierre -Esprit  Radisson, 
and was  a major fur-trading centre  for the  HBC for the  next  three  
centurie s .   
 
Gitchi Goomi: 
What  the  Ojibway tribe  re fer to  as  Lake  Superior 
 
Jacques Cartier: 
Jacques  Cart ier (December 3 1 , 1 4 9 1  – September 1 , 1 5 5 7 )  was  a French 
navigator who firs t  explored and described the  Gulf of St -Lawrence  and 
the  shores  of the  Saint  Lawrence  River, which he  named Canada. 
Samuel de Champlain: 
Samue l de  Champlain , the  "father of New France ," was  born around 1 5 8 0  
in the  town of Brouage , a seaport  on France 's  wes t  coas t . A sailor, he  also  
came  to  be  re spected as  a talented navigator, mapmaker, and founder of 
Quebec City. He  was  also  integral in opening North America up to  French 
trade , e specially the  fur trade . His  influence  is  s t ill fe lt  in the  presence  of 
French Canadians  in Quebec, where  he  did most  of his  exploring . 
Champlain's  pattern was  to  spend several months  or years  exploring  
North America and then to  head back to  France  to  raise  more  funds  for 
further explorat ions . 
Specific Ministry Expectations: 
 
Grade 7 History: 
 

- Explain why people  came  to  live  in New France  (e .g ., for land, for 
military reasons , for the  fur trade , for re lig ious  reasons )  and 
describe  the  impact  of European immigrat ion on Firs t  Nat ion 
se t t lements ; 

 
- Ident ify and explain examples  of conflict  and cooperat ion be tween 

the  French and Firs t  Nat ion people s  (e .g ., with re spect  to  the  fur 
trade , re lig ion and culture , military alliances / conflicts ) , and be tween 
the  French and English fur traders  (e .g ., compet it ion be tween the  
North West  Company and the  Hudson’s  Bay Company) . 

 
Activities: 
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- Compare  and contras t  pas t  and present  at t itudes  towards  the  fur 
industry.  Se t  up a Fur Trade  Fair in which there  is  a “t ime  warp” 
and representat ive s  from the  pas t  and present  can debate  on the  
pros  and cons  of the  fur industry. 

 
- Make  a mapping display of trade  route s .  Map out  each trade  route  

as  if you were  an early French explorer, and mark the  important  
s tops .  In each s top, draw or display landmarks . 

 
- Start  a “Build the  Bes t  Trade  Pos t” conte s t .  As  a c lass , deve lop a 

lis t  of criteria on how to  evaluate  trade  pos ts  (weather, 
environmental condit ions ) , afterwards , each group will map out  
where  the ir trade  pos t  will be , and make  a mode l of the  pos t .  You 
are  to  name  the  pos t  (according to  his torical accuracy) , date  it , 
de scribe  what  s tores , equipment  and supplie s  are  at  the  pos t , and 
analyze  the  advantages  and disadvantages  of the  locat ion. 

 
- Labour Re lat ions : Renewing an HBC Worker’s  contract .  Divide  the  

c lass  into  management  and worker(s )  role s .  Each group will have  to  
re search and ident ify expectat ions  and demands .  Once  proposals  
are  comple te , negot iat ions  can begin.  A final contract  can be  
presented to  the  c lass .   

 
- HBC Project  Runway: Have  s tudents  des ign fashion from this  t ime  

period.  Students  must  take  into  account  the  s tyle  and material 
available , as  we ll as  who the  fashion is  intended for.  

 
- Compare  the  writ ings  of Champlain and George  Sioui, a Nat ive  

His torian, on the  accounts  of Nat ive  life .  As  a c lass , come  up with 
4 -5  topics  that  s tem from these  writ ings .  Divide  the  c lass  into  4 -5  
groups , part ic ipat ing  in a talking  c irc le  (borrowed from Nat ive  
culture ) .  From a Nat ive  perspect ive , discuss  the  ass igned topic .  
Students  then regroup so  that  each new group will have  a 
representat ive  from each former group and exchange  ideas  on the ir 
previous  discuss ions . 

 
 
Resources: 
 
Map of Early Explorat ion 
URL: ht tp:/ / www.bikexprt .com/ menard/ mappage .htm 
 
The  Fur Trade  and the  HBC 
URL: ht tp:/ / www.canadiana.org/ hbc/ his t / his t1 _ e .html 
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The  Voyageurs  and the  Fur Trade : Lesson Ideas  
URL: http:/ / cne ts .is te .org/ Students / pdf/ 3 -5 French.pdf 
 
Hudson's  Bay Company His tory Page  
URL: ht tp:/ / www.hbc.com/ hbc/ e_ hi/ de fault .htm (English)  
URL: ht tp:/ / www.hbc.com/ hbcf/ f_ hi/ de fault .htm (Français )  
 
The  Nat ional Library of Canada: Pat hfinders  and Passageway s   
URL: ht tp:/ / www.nlc-bnc.ca/ explorers  
 
The  Virtual Museum of New France   
URL: ht tp:/ / www.civilizat ion.ca/ vmnf/ explor/ explcd_ e .html (English)  
URL: ht tp:/ / www.civilizat ion.ca/ vmnf/ explor/ explor_ f.html (Francais )  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme Two: 
The 1837 Rebellion 

 
Songs By Mike (Track 5 and 6) 
 
LA PATRIOTE 
(Words  & Mus ic: Mike  Ford)   
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from t he  album “Canada Needs  You - v ol. 1 ” - MapleMus icRecordings  
 
She ’s  s tanding in the  public  square  - she  lis tens  to  them speak 
Of the  fraudulence  and flatulence  they call the  Chateau Clique  
And how the  Governeur’s  as leep and how the  judges  all grow fat  
And dying crops  and cholera of Mille -Huit -Cent-Trente -Quatre  
With e loquence , injus t ice s  are  at tacked by Papineau 
But  others  say me lt  your spoons  to  bulle ts  - which way shall we  go? 
 
Suiv e z  La Pat rio t e ! 
 
She  see s  the  proud and angry habitants , Les  Fils  de  Liberte  
She  ce lebrate s  at  St  Denis  and at  St  Charle s  jo ins  the  fray 
She  hears  of victory and se tback, new recruits  and new de fect ions  
She  see s  the  water lit  up gold by fire  in all direct ions  
She  see s  men hiding  in ce llars , messengers  grabbed and cut  down 
Confus ion, rumours  from the  south, - and English soldiers  in her own town 
 
Suiv e z  La Pat rio t e ! 
 
Now she  see s  white  flags  in the  windows , homes  turned to  smoking ash 
Broken Patriote s  bound up in chains  in the  s tree ts  of Ste  Eustache  
Loyal men from 1 8 1 2  now ge t  the  noose  or Van De iman’s  Land 
And for the  people s ’ future , as s imilat ion planned 
But  awoken is  a des t iny that  would not  be  s t illed again 
La be lle  e spoire , le  beau risque  de  la nat ion Canadienne  
 
Suiv e z  La Pat rio t e  
Suiv e z  La Pat rio t e  
Suiv e z  La Pat rio t e  
Suiv e z  La Pat rio t e ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About the Patriotes: 
(Writ ten by Fernande  Roy, taken from His torica webs ite  
ht tp:/ / www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com) 
 
The  Patriote s  was  the  name  g iven after 1 8 2 6  to  the  Part i Canadien and to  
the  popular movement  that  contributed to  the  Rebe llions  of 1 8 3 7 -3 8  in 
Lower Canada. The  primarily francophone  party, led mainly by members  of 
the  liberal profe ss ions  and small-scale  merchants , was  wide ly supported 
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by farmers , day-labourers  and craftsmen. Its  more  dis t inguished leaders  
included Louis -Joseph Papineau, Jean-Olivier Chénier and Wolfred Ne lson. 
 
Though the  Patriote s  dominated the  e lected House  of Assembly in Lower 
Canada, the ir adversarie s , the  merchant  bourgeois ie , the  aris tocracy and 
the  colonial adminis trat ion, controlled the  appointed Legis lat ive  Council, 
which he ld most  of the  power. The  Patriote s  demanded greater power for 
assembly members , including increased minis terial re spons ibility and 
e lig ibility for appointment  to  the  council. The ir demands , put  forth in the  
name  of democracy and the  right  of people s  to  se lf-government , marked 
a liberal, nat ionalis t  and ant icolonial ideology. 
 
Some  his torians  s tate  that  the  Patriote s ' polit ical program included a 
comprehens ive  economic-deve lopment  project  for all Lower Canada, 
des igned to  bene fit  the  majority of it s  inhabitants  and, of course , the ir 
representat ive s . Others  argue  that , behind a liberal façade , this  was  really 
a re trograde  and conservat ive  soc io-economic goal. The  Patriote s , except  
for those  of 1 8 3 8 , favoured the  re tent ion of the  Se igneurial sys tem and 
more  readily supported agricultural than commercial intere s ts . By blocking 
the  economic projects  of the ir adversarie s , they de layed the  deve lopment  
of Brit ish capitalism in the  colony. But  the ir pos it ions  were  ne ither that  
c lear nor that  rig id. As  social and economic conflict  intens ified during  the  
1 8 3 0 s , the  party radicalized both it s  tact ics  and it s  goals , though not  
without  some  schisms  be tween it s  moderate  and extremis t  fact ions . 

In 1 8 3 4  the  Patriote s  lis ted the ir major complaints  in the  "Nine ty-Two 
Resolut ions" sent  to  the  Brit ish government . Britain re jected this  call for 
re form and se t t led the  quarre l over subs idie s  through the  Russe ll 
Resolut ions  of March 1 8 3 7 , which authorized the  governor of the  colony 
to  obtain his  budge tary e s t imates  without  a vote  of the  assembly. This  
decis ion caused many demonstrat ions ; verbal vio lence  soon gave  way to  
phys ical vio lence . The  Rebe llions  of 1 8 3 7 -3 8  were  fo llowed by the  
torching of Patriote s ' homes , imprisonments , exile s , trials  and hangings . 
The  failure  of the  rebe llions  led to  the  disappearance  of the  Part i patriote . 
Some  former leaders , however, re turned to  act ive  polit ics  in the  united 
Province  of Canada.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
TURN THEM OOOT! 
(Words & Music: Mike Ford) 
from t he  album “Canada Needs  You - v ol. 1 ” - MapleMus icRecordings  
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TURN THEM OOT, TURN THEM OOT - THE TORIES GET THE BOOT 
WE’LL RISE AGAINST THE FAMILY COMPACT  
AND QUICKLY TURN THEM OOT!!!!!!! 
 
Have  ya read my late s t  tract  about  the  family compact? 
It  te lls  how they are  scum and le t  me  te ll ye  that’s  a fact  
 
TURN THEM OOT, TURN THEM OOT - THE TORIES GET THE BOOT 
WE’LL RISE AGAINST THE FAMILY COMPACT 
 AND QUICKLY TURN THEM OOT!!!!!!! 
 
World-wide  in this  present  day, re form and jus t ice  are  on the ir way 
But  in backwards  upper Canada it ’s  all corrupt ion and decay 
 
TURN THEM OOT, TURN THEM OOT - THE TORIES GET THE BOOT 
WE’LL RISE AGAINST THE FAMILY COMPACT  
AND QUICKLY TURN THEM OOT!!!!!!! 
 
Canadians .... 
Do ye  love  freedom? 
Would you like  to  own yer own land? 
Have  judges  that  re spect  ye? 
Have  the  roads  paved a bit? 
Would ye  like  to  roll up the  rim to  win? 
Be  swallowed up by the  United State s??? 
......Then we’ll have  to  do it  on our ourse lve s !!!! 
 
TURN THEM OOT, TURN THEM OOT - THE TORIES GET THE BOOT 
WE’LL RISE AGAINST THE FAMILY COMPACT  
AND QUICKLY TURN THEM OOT!!!!!!! 
 
So  if you’ve  had it  with the ir bull, you farmers  can be  quite  he lpful 
Grab your pitchforks  and we’ll march for government  that’s  re spons ible ! 
 
TURN THEM OOT, TURN THEM OOT - THE TORIES GET THE BOOT 
WE’LL RISE AGAINST THE FAMILY COMPACT  
AND QUICKLY TURN THEM OOT!!!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Upper Canada Rebellion 
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In Upper Canada, one  of the  most  controvers ial is sues  in the  early 1 9 th 
century was  the  allocat ion of land. Much land had been se t  as ide  as  
"Crown re serves ." These  re serves  of unworked land lowered the  value  of 
ne ighbouring farms  because  iso lated farms  were  le s s  e ffic ient  than farms  
c lose  toge ther. The  Brit ish government 's  sys tem of allocat ing  land was  
seen by many as  excess ive ly bureaucrat ic  when compared with the  
American sys tem. After the  War of 1 8 1 2  the  government  of Upper 
Canada was  run by the  wealthy owners  of most  of this  re serve  land, 
known as  the  Family Compact . Land had also  been se t  as ide  for the  
"Prote s tant  Clergy," but  the  Family Compact  interpre ted this  to  mean 
only the  Anglican Church, rather than other Prote s tant  groups  or 
Catholics . 
 
Another is sue  was  the  large  number of American se t t le rs  who came  after 
the  American Revolut ion, at tracted by the  cheap land grants  offered by 
Lieutenant-Governor John Graves  Simcoe  to  promote  land se t t lement . 
Although these  se t t le rs , known as  "late -Loyalis ts ," were  required to  take  
an oath of alleg iance  to  the  Brit ish Crown in order to  obtain land, the ir 
fundamental polit ical alleg iances  were  always  cons idered dubious . By 
1 8 1 2  this  had become  acute ly problemat ic  s ince  the  American se t t le rs  
outnumbered the  orig inal Loyalis ts  by more  than ten to  one . After the  
War of 1 8 1 2  the  government  took act ive  s teps  to  prevent  Americans  
from taking an oath of alleg iance  thereby making them ine lig ible  to  obtain 
land grants . Re lat ions  be tween the  appointed Legis lat ive  Council and the  
e lected Legis lat ive  Assembly, moreover, became  increas ingly s trained in 
the  years  after the  war over is sues  of both immigrat ion and taxat ion. 
 
In 1 8 3 6  and 1 8 3 7 , Mackenzie  gathered support  among farmers  around 
Toronto, who were  sympathe t ic  to  his  cause  after an e specially bad 
harves t  in 1 8 3 5 . This  had led to  a rece ss ion, and in the  fo llowing years , 
the  banks  had begun to  t ighten credit  and recall loans . When the  Lower 
Canada Rebe llion broke  out  in Autumn of 1 8 3 7 , Bond Head sent  all the  
Brit ish troops  s tat ioned in Toronto to  he lp suppress  it . With the  regular 
troops  gone  Mackenzie  and his  fo llowers  se ized a Toronto armoury, and 
organized an armed march down Yonge  Stree t , beginning at  
Montgomery's  Tavern on December 4 , 1 8 3 7 . But  when the  revolt  began, 
Mackenzie  hes itated in at tacking the  c ity. On December 7 , Mackenzie 's  
military leader, Anthony van Egmond, arrived. Van Egmond, a ve teran on 
both s ides  of the  Napoleonic  Wars , advised immediate  re treat , but  
Mackenzie  remained hes itant . That  same  day, Colone l Moodie  at tempted 
to  ride  through a roadblock to  warn Bond Head, but  the  rebe ls  shot  him. 
Mackenzie  waited for Bond Head's  force  of about  1 0 0 0  men and one  
cannon, led by Colone l James  Fitzg ibbon, which outnumbered Mackenzie 's  
approximate ly 4 0 0  rebe ls . The  fight  was  very short  and in le s s  than half 
an hour the  confrontat ion was  over. The  rebe l forces  dispersed. 
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Key Terms, People and Places 
 
Louis-Joseph Papineau: 
Lawyer, se igneur, polit ic ian (b at  Montréal 7  Oct  1 7 8 6 ; d at  Montebe llo , 
Qué  2 5  Sept  1 8 7 1 ) , he  was  educated at  the  the  Pe t it  Séminaire  de  
Québec and prepared himse lf for a career in law, which he  carried on 
intermit tent ly after 1 8 1 0 . Representat ive  of the  growing influence  of the  
liberal profe ss ions  in French Canada, he  was  firs t  e lected to  the  Assembly 
of Lower Canada in 1 8 0 9 , during  Gov Gen Sir James  Craig’s  "Re ign of 
Terror." With his  se lf-assurance , skill as  an orator and popular fo llowing, 
he  emerged from a group of young nat ionalis ts  to  leadership of the  Part i 
Canadian ( later Part i Patriote )  and was  made  Speaker of the  Assembly in 
1 8 1 5 .  He  came  to  see  himse lf as  the  de fender of the  nat ional heritage  of 
French Canada and led the  fight  for control of the  polit ical ins t itut ions  of 
Lower Canada.  
 
William Lyon Mackenzie (March 1 2 , 1 7 9 5  – August  2 8 , 1 8 6 1 )  A Scott ish-
Canadian journalis t , polit ic ian, and leader of an unsuccess ful Upper Canada 
rebe llion, Mackenzie  was  born in Dundee , Scot land and immigrated to  
Upper Canada in 1 8 2 0 . From 1 8 2 4  to  1 8 3 4  he  published the  newspaper 
the  Colonial Adv ocat e  in York, Upper Canada (now Toronto, Ontario) , 
at tacking the  upper c lass  c lique  known as  the  "Family Compact" which 
was  in control of the  government; and the  Welland Canal company, in 
which many of the  family compact , were  direct ly involved.In 1 8 2 8  he  was  
e lected to  the  Legis lat ive  Assembly of Upper Canada, but  was  expe lled 
five  t imes  for libe l, each t ime  be ing  re -e lected. In 1 8 3 4  he  became  the  
firs t  mayor of Toronto. In 1 8 3 7  he  led the  Upper Canada Rebe llion agains t  
Sir Francis  Bond Head and the  Family Compact , which was  quickly put  
down. Mackenzie  e scaped to  the  United State s , and se t  up a provis ional 
Republic  of Canada government  on Navy Is land in the  Niagara River. He  
was  later imprisoned in the  U.S. for his  involvement  in the  Caroline  Affair. 
An amnesty allowed his  re turn to  Canada in 1 8 4 9 , and he  was  a member 
of the  Legis lat ive  Assembly of the  Province  of Canada from 1 8 5 1  to  
1 8 5 8 . 
 
Lower Canada:  
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The  southern port ion of present-day Québec, exis ted as  a separate  Brit ish 
province  from 1 7 9 1  to  1 8 4 0 . In 1 7 9 1  Britain took the  decis ion to  divide  
the  Province  of Quebec into  Upper Canada and Lower Canada.  
 
Upper Canada  
Upper Canada was  a Brit ish province  located in what  is  now the  Candian 
province  of Ontario . Upper Canada offic ially exis ted from 1 7 9 1  to  1 8 4 1  
and covered generally present-day Southern Ontario . It s  name  re flected 
it s  e levat ion, not  it s  lat itude , as  it  was  located upriver from Lower 
Canada. By lat itude , Upper Canada was  mainly south of Lower Canada. 
 
 
 
 
Seigneruial System 
An ins t itut ional form of land dis tribut ion and occupat ion e s tablished in 
New France  in 1 6 2 7  and offic ially abolished in 1 8 5 4 . It  was  inspired by 
the  feudal sys tem, which involved the  personal dependency of cens it aire s  
( tenants )  on the  se igneur; in New France  the  s imilarit ie s  ended with 
occupat ion of land and payment  of certain dues , and the  cens itaire  was  
normally re ferred to  as  a habitant .  
 
The Battles in Lower Canada 
In mid-Nov 1 8 3 7  the  government  of Lower Canada decided to  send out  
the  army agains t  the  Patriote s  and is sued orders  for the  arres t  of the ir 
leaders .  
 
St . Denis  
Led by Lt-Col Francis  Gore , the  troops  arrived at  St -Denis  on the  morning 
of Nov 2 3  and at tacked the  rebe ls , who had dug themse lves  in at  the  far 
end of the  village  where  the  St -Germain house  and Dr Ne lson's  dis t ille ry 
were  to  be  found. The  walls  of the  St -Germain house  withs tood the  
art ille ry at tack and it s  occupants  were  we ll placed to  fire  from its  
windows  on the  exposed troops . Gore  had to  sound the  re treat  at  about  
3 :0 0  in the  afternoon when re inforcements  for the  bes ieged patriote s  
were  beginning to  flock to  ne ighbouring villages  and threatened to  cut  
him off from his  route .  
 
St . Charle s   
On the  morning of 2 5  November 1 8 3 7 , the  troops  of Colone l Wetherall 
(about  3 5 0  men)  le ft  St -Hilaire  and marched on the  camp at  St -Charle s , 
Manoir Debartzch and it s  surrounding entrenchments . The  camp was  at  
that  t ime  de fended by some  1 0 0  men of the  parish of St -Charle s  and 
others . As  they approached, the  soldiers  exchanged gunfire  with small 
groups  of combatants . The  fight  was  vio lent  and unequal ( the  de fenders  
by then numbered no more  than 6 0  or 8 0 ) , caused several deaths , 
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e specially among the  Patriote s , who could not  prevent  the ir barricades  
and the  manor both be ing taken. The  de feat  of the  patriote s  at  St -Charle s  
had potent ially g iven the  army comple te  control of the  Riche lieu region.  
 
St . Eus tache   
The  Batt le  of St -Eustache  was  fought  on 1 4  December 1 8 3 7 . After 
des troying the  Patriote  camp after the  Batt le  of St . Charle s , the  English 
army could prepare  it s  at tack on patriote  camps  to  the  north, those  at  
St -Benoît  and St-Eustache  in the  County of Deux-Montagnes . The  
expedit ion was  led by Sir John Colborne , commander of the  Brit ish army in 
North America with 1 2 0 0  regular soldiers , an art ille ry with a dozen or so  
cannons  and more  than 2 0 0  volunteers  from Montréal and St-Eustache  
it se lf. The  rebe ls ' morale  had suffered badly from the  news  of the  de feat  
at  the  Batt le  of St -Charle s  but  leader Jean-Olivier Chenier managed to  
prevent  the  troops ' demobilizat ion and took command of the  men who 
were  dug into  pos it ions  in the  church, the  presbytery, the  convent  and 
ne ighbouring houses . The  Patriots  los t  and nearly 1 0 0  rebe ls  were  killed, 
including Chénier, and even more  were  taken prisoner.  
 
Chateau Clique 
Château Clique , nickname  g iven to  the  small group of offic ials , usually 
members  of the  Anglophone  merchant  community, including John Molson 
and James  McGill, who dominated the  execut ive  and leg is lat ive  councils , 
the  judic iary and senior bureaucrat ic  pos it ions  of Lower Canada unt il the  
1 8 3 0 s . Appointed by the  governor, members  of the  councils  advised him 
on local matters , he lped shape  public  policy, and controlled revenues , 
patronage  and land grants . The  c lique  aggress ive ly pursued canal building , 
the  e s tablishment  of banking ins t itut ions , and the  abolit ion of the  
Se igneurial sys tem and French c ivil law.  
 
Tories 
The  Tory movement  in Upper Canada was  formed from the  e lements  of 
the  Family Compact  fo llowing the  War of 1 8 1 2 . It  was  an early polit ical 
party, mere ly a group of like  minded conservat ive  e lite  in the  early days  of 
Canada. The  Torie s  would later form an alliance  with the  Part i bleu in 
Lower Canada after the  Union of 8 4 1  and finally merger as  a s ingle  
polit ical party after 1 8 6 7 . 
 
Family Compact 
The  informal name  for the  wealthy, conservat ive  e lite  of Upper Canada in 
the  early 1 9 th century, it  was  one  of a number of Tory-dominated 
Commpact  governments  that  ruled the  colonie s  of Brit ish North America.  
The  Family Compact  deve loped after the  War of 1 8 1 2  and las ted unt il 
Upper and Lower Canada were  united in 1 8 4 1 . In Lower Canada, it s  
equivalent  was  the  Chateau Clique . The  Family Compact  controlled the  
government  through the  Execut ive  Council, the  advisors  to  the  Lieutenant  
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Governor, leaving the  popularly e lected Legis lat ive  Assembly with lit t le  
real power. Members  of the  Family Compact  ensured the ir conservat ive  
friends  he ld the  important  pos it ions  in the  colony through polit ical 
patronage . 
 
Responsible Government 
A sys tem of government  that  embodie s  the  principle  of parliamentary 
accountability which is  the  foundat ion of the  Westmins ter sys tem of 
parliamentary democracy. Such democracie s  are  re spons ible  to  Parliament  
(and more  specifically to  the  lower, popularly-representat ive , house )  
rather than to  the  monarch, or, in the  colonial context , to  the  imperial 
government . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Specific Ministry Expectations 
 
Grade 7 History: 
 

- Ident ify types  of conflict  (e .g . war, rebe llion, s trike , prote s t ) , and 
describe  s trategie s  for conflict  re solut ion; 

- Ident ify key is sues  and events  of the  rebe llions  of 1 8 3 7 –3 8  in 
Upper and Lower Canada (e .g ., is sues  re lated to  land, 
transportat ion, government; events  such as  Mackenzie ’s  march 
down Yonge  Stree t ); 

- Describe  the  role  of key personalit ie s  (e .g ., Mackenzie , Papineau, 
Bond Head)  involved in the  rebe llions , and the  methods  they used 
to  bring about  change ; 

 
Activities 
 

- In groups , de s ign a Papineau/ Mackenzie  medal.  During this  project , 
groups  will write  a descript ion on what  the  medal represents , 
de termine  the  criteria on who deserves  the  medal, decide  who it  
should be  awarded to  and why it  is  rewarded.  They medal must  
also  cons is t  of a phys ical de script ion, explaining  the  logo, the  s ize  
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and shape , the  material and how it  is  presented.  Mode ls  can be  
made  and presented. 

 

- Create  a his torical museum of the  s ignificant  people  in the  
Rebe llion.  Each group will have  a different  figure  to  s tudy.  
“Mode ls” will be  created, as  are  brochures  to  dis tribute  during  the  
museum fair. 

 

- Research the  available  media at  the  t ime , focuss ing  on the  
perspect ive s  of different  newspapers .  Es tablish several key 
newspapers  represent ing  different  views .  These  groups  will put  
toge ther a newspaper that  will cover the  Rebe llion. 

 

- In this  court  trial, debate  whe ther or not  rebe ls  should be  g iven 
amnesty.  This  trial can feature  different  role s  (I.e . Papineau, 
Mackenzie , members  of Family Compact) , to  add to  the  different  
perspect ive s  represented by the  “lawyers”.  At  the  end, the  
“judges / jury” will de termine  whether or not  the  rebe ls  be  g iven 
amnesty. 

 

- Write  journal entrie s  of a character during  the  rebe llion.  This  
character could be  a leader, a member of part ie s , or a regular 
c ivilian.  The  entry must  be  his torically accurate  and re late s  to  the  
thoughts  and events  that  happened during that  t ime . 

 

- Overlapping the  current  map of Ontario  and Quebec, map out  the  
geographical reg ions  that  make  up Upper and Lower Canada.  Map 
out  the  different  batt le s , and places  of s ignificance , i.e . Mackenzie ’s  
house , the  Batt le  of St . Denis , e tc .  What  happened to  these  places  
now?   

 
 
 
 
Resources 
 
 
The  Rebe llion as  Part  of the  Const itut ional His tory (Background, teaching 
re sources , e tc .)  
URL: ht tp:/ / www.canadiana.org/ c itm/ specifique / rebe llions_ e .html# uc 
 
The  1 8 3 7  Rebe llion (Informat ion, re sources , e tc .)  
URL: ht tp:/ / www.edune tconnect .com/ cat / rebe llions /  
 
Canadian Museum of Civilizat ion (Virtual tour, arte facts , educator/ kids  
re sources )  
URL: ht tp:/ / www.civilisat ions .ca/  
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The  Buffalonian - Newspaper art ic le  from the  American perspect ive  
URL:  ht tp:/ / www.buffalonian.com/ his tory/ art ic le s / 1 8 0 1 -
5 0 / canrebe llion.html 
 
Upper Canada Village  Heritage  Park 
URL: ht tp:/ / www.parks .on.ca/ village / index.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Theme Three: 
Canadian Confederation 

 
Songs By Mike (Track 7 and 8) 
 
SIR JOHN A (YOU’RE O.K) 
(Words & Music: Mike Ford) 
From the album “Canada Needs You - vol. 1” - MapleMusicRecordings 
 
In the mid-1800’s the political situation in B.N.A. was straining... 
Annexationist favour was gaining, and in the South, 
a horrible bloodbath known as the Civil War was raining 
Would this insatiable appetite turn north towards the separate colonies? 
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Some began speaking of a new option called Confederation 
And although not initially a cheerleader of the plan, 
One man emerged as its central architect architect architect 
 
SIR JOHN A...YOU’RE O.K...TELL ME WHAT WOULD YOU SAY 
IF YOU WERE HERE TODAY 
 
In Charlettown and Quebec City the leaders debated the new plan 
Political deadlock between Canada East & West would be broken 
Reciprocity between the colonies would be awoken 
And the sharing between have and have-not provinces would be much more than just a token 
 
SIR JOHN A...YOU’RE O.K...TELL ME WHAT WOULD YOU SAY 
IF YOU WERE HERE TODAY 
 
While civil war blood continued to spill, some feared loss of influence, loss of local power, loss of culture, loss of 
ties to England 
One man alone knew we needed a strong central government, 
w/ Residual Powers Residual Powers Residual Powers 
 
SIR JOHN A...YOU’RE O.K...TELL ME WHAT WOULD YOU SAY 
IF YOU WERE HERE TODAY 
OH OH OH OLD TOMORROW OH OH OH CAN I BORROW OLD TOMORROW 
JUST AN OUNCE OF YOUR GREAT STAMINA AND SKILL...That would be a thrill 

 
The  de legat ion went  to  London England to  finalize  the  preparat ions ... 
All went well except for one minor crisis...Sir John A, always fond of a tipple or six, 
took to bed with a book, a bottle and a candle - he nodded off... 
FATE INTERVENED as he awoke to the the smell of fire! 
The curtains were on fire! The bed was on fire! Even his hair was on fire fire fire 
 
SIR JOHN A...YOU’RE O.K...TELL ME WHAT WOULD YOU SAY 
IF YOU WERE HERE TODAY 
 
Back home on July 1st 1867 a new nation celebrates its birth 
Sir John A rollsup his sleeves -there’s much work to be done 
There were regions to appease, budgets to squeeze factions to please, 
And a prairie to seize but most of all...The railroad! 
Work of the iron road took more than 15 years of backbreaking, sometimes fatal labour... 
And in the corridors of power, it took 
WHEELING, DEALING, BESEECHING, PREACHING, PRAYING, DELAYING 
And scandal scandal scandal scandal 

One  man had the  wherewithall to  ride  the  wild rolle r-coas ter to  it s  
comple t ion…. 
 
Who was Sir John A. MacDonald? 
(From Library and Archives  Canada webs ite )  
John Alexander Macdonald (8 1 5 -1 8 9 1 )  was  born at  Glasgow, Scot land, 
the  son of Hugh Macdonald and He len Shaw. When he  was  five  years  o ld, 
the  family moved to  Kings ton, Upper Canada. At  the  age  of 1 5 , he  began 
legal s tudie s  in Kings ton, and by the  age  of 1 9  opened his  own law office  
there . He  became  known as  a quick-wit ted and ingenious  trial lawyer. 
Later, he  was  named solic itor for both of Kings ton's  banks . He  was  
married twice , to  Isabe lla Clark on September 1 , 1 8 4 3  (d. 1 8 5 7 ) , and to  
Susan Agnes  Bernard on February 1 6 , 1 8 6 7 .  
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Macdonald was  intere s ted in public  life  from an early age , holding  office s  
with a varie ty of boards  and socie t ie s  be fore  becoming an alderman for 
Kings ton in 1 8 4 3 . In 1 8 4 4  he  entered provincial polit ics  as  a Conservat ive  
member for Kings ton, act ing  as  rece iver-general. After the  de feat  of the  
government  early in 1 8 4 8 , Macdonald spent  the  t ime  in oppos it ion 
working for the  intere s ts  of his  party. He  he lped form the  1 8 5 4  coalit ion 
with Upper Canadian re formers  and French Canadians , creat ing  the  
Liberal-Conservat ive  Party ( forerunner of today's  Conservat ive  Party.)  
With this  coalit ion in power, Macdonald was  appointed to  the  office  of 
at torney general. Later he  acted as  co-premier, firs t  with Ét ienne -Paschal 
Taché , then with George -Ét ienne  Cart ier, be tween 1 8 5 6  and 1 8 6 2 .  
 
The  ins tability of the  government  during  this  period, and the  growing 
oppos it ion to  the  union of the  two Canadas , indicated that  changes  
needed to  be  made  in the  way the  region was  governed. In 1 8 6 4 , 
Macdonald accepted George  Brown's  proposal of a "Great  Coalit ion" 
government  to  bring about  cons t itut ional change . That  summer was  
spent  in preparing the  proposals  presented at  the  Charlot te town 
Conference . At  the  Québec Conference , Macdonald c laimed re spons ibility 
for the  Québec Resolut ions . After Brown's  re s ignat ion in 1 8 6 5 , he  was  
generally regarded as  the  chie f architect  of Confederat ion. He  was  a 
leading de legate  at  all three  Confederat ion conferences , and was  knighted 
for his  work towards  union. 
 
It  was  because  of his  role  in Confederat ion that  Macdonald was  asked to  
be  the  firs t  Prime  Minis ter of the  new Dominion government , a pos it ion he  
would hold almost  cont inuous ly for the  re s t  of his  life . Macdonald's  firs t  
te rm in office  was  marked by nat ion building . He  added Manitoba, Prince  
Edward Is land and Brit ish Columbia as  provinces , and acquired the  
territory that  would eventually become  Alberta and Saskatchewan. He  
also  began the  Intercolonial Railway be tween Québec City and Halifax, and 
s tarted planning for the  Canadian Pacific  Railway (CPR). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Macdonald's  term as  Prime  Minis ter was  interrupted in 1 8 7 3  by the  Pacific  
Scandal. However, he  was  fortunate  in that  the  scandal coincided with an 
economic depress ion, which people  blamed on his  Liberal successor 
Alexander Mackenzie . In order to  rebuild the  Conservat ive  party's  
fortunes , Macdonald began promoting the  protect ion of Canadian goods  
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through high tariffs  on imported items , part icularly those  from the  United 
State s . This  so-called Nat ional Policy played to  ant i-American sent iment  
throughout  Canada. It  re sulted in the  re surrect ion of Macdonald's  polit ical 
career, and the  Conservat ive  party, in the  general e lect ion of 1 8 7 8 . 
Macdonald, while  de feated in Kings ton, was  later e lected in Victoria, 
Brit ish Columbia and Marque tte , Manitoba (he  chose  to  represent  
Victoria) . 
 
The  early part  of Macdonald's  second term was  marked by the  
cons truct ion of the  CPR. During this  t ime  he  was  faced with a lack of 
funding for the  railway, and a Mét is  upris ing  in 1 8 8 5 . After us ing  the  CPR 
to  quickly trans fer troops  to  the  troubled area, ending the  rebe llion, he  
was  able  to  jus t ify further government  funding for the  railway's  
comple t ion. The  arres t  and execut ion of Louis  Rie l as  a re sult  of this  
rebe llion caused Macdonald to  lose  polit ical ground with both French 
Catholics  and English Prote s tants . He  also  faced difficult ie s  with the  
Manitoba Schools  Ques t ion, a problem eventually decided by the  courts . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DARCY McGEE 
(Words  & Mus ic: Mike  Ford)  
From t he  album “Canada Needs  You - v ol. 1 ” - MapleMus icRecordings  
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McGe e  whe n you we re  a young  Iris h man 
You fought  for the  fre e dom of Ire land 
And you we re n’t  afraid to  take  a s tand 
‘gains t  Empire ’s  pull and all that  John Bull 
 
But  in famine  your is land did s uffocate  In Black ‘4 7 , s o  in ‘4 8  
On a fe ve r s hip Mcge e  you s to le  away 
 
D’ARCY MCGEE, D’ARCY MCGEE 
A NEW WORLD AWAITS YOUR VERSE AND HARMONY 
D’ARCY MCGEE, D’ARCY MCGEE 
IT’S A LONELY SAIL UNTO YOUR DESTINY 
 
Once  lande d you took up the  immigrant ’s  caus e  
He lpe d re s cue  the  poor from the  crue l c it ie s ’ jaws  
And your s pe e che s  fille d halls  with the  s ound of applaus e  
That  drowne d out  the  drums  of more  hot -he ade d one s  
 
Oh D’Arcy with s uch e loque nce  you s ang  
And s oon Confe de rat ion’s  che e rs  and be lls  rang  
And you thought  that  might  drive  the  Fe nian gang  away 
 
 
D’ARCY MCGEE, D’ARCY MCGEE 
A NEW WORLD AWAITS YOUR VERSE AND HARMONY 
D’ARCY MCGEE, D’ARCY MCGEE 
IT’S A LONELY STROLL UNTO YOUR DESTINY 
 
At  the  e dge  o f the  wilds  whe re  the  le ade rs  de bate  
The ir one  ye ar-o ld nat ion, night  s e s s ion runs  late  
A s ilve r-tongue d s pe e ch the n s ome  drinks  at  the  bar 
You s e t  o ff for home  - oh look the re  you are  
Bidding  your co lle ague s  a morning’s  goodnight  
On Sparks  Stre e t  you turn to  your rooming  hous e  light  
But  a Fe nian’s  the re  he  don’t  like  what  you’ve  s aid 
He  calls  you a Judas , and aims  for your he ad 
The  pis to l e xplode s  and the  doorway runs  re d 
With the  blood o f the  re be l whos e  only we apon was  s ong  

 
Now s ix ve lve t -drape d hors e s  le ad the  mourne rs  away 
Down his tory’s  s tre e t s  with Ge orge s  Et ie nne  and John A 
And s ome t ime s  I wis h you could s e e  us  today 
From s o  many lands ......with your s ongbook in hand 
 
D’ARCY MCGEE, D’ARCY MCGEE 
A NEW WORLD AWAITS YOUR VERSE AND HARMONY - DARCY MCGEE 

 
Who was D’arcy McGee? 
Thomas  D'Arcy McGee  (1 8 2 5 -1 8 6 8 )  was  born in Carlingford, Ire land, the  
son of James  McGee  and Dorcas  Catherine  Morgan. While  he  was  s t ill a 
child, the  family moved to  Wexford, where  he  rece ived an informal 
educat ion. In 1 8 4 2 , McGee  le ft  Ire land and trave lled to  North America 
where  he  jo ined the  s taff of the  Bos t on Pilo t , a Catholic  newspaper. He  
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supported Irish independence  and the  American annexat ion of Canada.  
This  was  the  beginning of his  career in journalism as  an editor, later in 
Ire land for the  Freeman’s  Journal and the  Nat ion.  After the  failure  of the  
Irish rebe llion of 1 8 4 8 , in which he  was  involved, he  fled to  the  United 
State s  and cont inued to  edit  newspapers . When McGee 's  projects  to  
be t ter Irish immigrants  failed to  gain support , he  moved to  Montréal in 
1 8 5 7  at  the  invitat ion of the  local Irish community. 
 
McGee 's  at t itudes  toward Canada had changed by the  t ime  he  came  to  
Montréal. He  no longer supported American annexat ion, and in fact  he  
urged new Irish immigrants  to  choose  Canada over the  United State s . In 
Montréal, McGee  became  editor of the  New Era, which he  used to  discuss  
Irish polit ics  and the  future  of Canada. 
 
McGee 's  work at  the  New Era was  a springboard for his  s tart  in Canadian 
polit ics . In December of 1 8 5 7 , he  was  e lected to  the  Legis lat ive  Assembly 
of the  Province  of Canada. He  sat  with the  Re form government  of George  
Brown in 1 8 5 8 , fo llowing it  into  oppos it ion when Brown was  de feated in 
1 8 6 1 . Over the  next  several years , McGee  tried various  means  of g iving  
the  re formers  a wider base  of support . He  jo ined the  Cabine t  of the  John 
Sandfie ld Macdonald government  in 1 8 6 2 , and chaired that  year's  
Intercolonial Railway conference  at  Québec City. When the  railway plan fe ll 
through, McGee  was  dropped from Cabine t . He  eventually broke  with the  
re formers  in favour of the  Conservat ive s . When the  Conservat ive s  gained 
power in 1 8 6 3 , McGee  became  the  minis ter of agriculture , immigrat ion 
and s tat is t ics . 
 
McGee  was  an early vis ionary of Confederat ion. In the  pages  of the  New 
Era, he  called for the  cons truct ion of a new nat ionality through the  
unificat ion of Brit ish North America. He  also  lobbied for the  cons truct ion 
of a railroad, and for the  creat ion of a province  for Aborig inal people s . In 
1 8 6 0 , he  said, "I see  in the  not  remote  dis tance  one  great  nat ionality 
bound like  the  shie ld of Achille s , by the  blue  rim of ocean ... I s ee  within 
the  ground of that  shie ld the  peaks  of the  wes tern mountains  and the  
cre s ts  of the  eas tern waves ." In 1 8 6 4 , McGee  he lped to  organize  the  
Canadian Vis it , a diplomat ic  goodwill tour of the  Marit imes  that  served as  
a pre lude  to  the  firs t  Confederat ion conference . During this  tour, McGee  
de livered many speeches  in support  of union and lived up to  his  
reputat ion as  the  most  talented polit ical orator of the  era. He  was  a 
de legate  to  the  Charlot te town Conference  and the  Québec Conference . In 
1 8 6 5  he  de livered two speeches  on the  union of the  provinces , which 
were  subsequent ly bound and published. 
 
As  he  grew older, McGee  became  vehement ly opposed to  Irish 
Republicanism. His  outspoken crit ic ism of the  Irish independence  
movement  and the  Fenians  alienated large  sect ions  of the  Irish 
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community, in Canada and e lsewhere . McGee  also  had a complex 
re lat ionship with the  Catholic  Church. Ant i-c lerical in his  youth, he  became  
pass ionate ly devout  in his  later years .  By 1 8 6 6 , his  polit ical s tar was  
fading. He  was  not  invited to  the  London Conference  that  year. While  he  
was  e lected to  the  House  of Commons  in 1 8 6 7  by a s lim majority, he  was  
not  included in Macdonald's  firs t  pos t -Confederat ion Cabine t . By 1 8 6 8 , 
McGee  was  planning to  leave  polit ics  for a job in the  c ivil s ervice . He  also  
hoped to  spend more  t ime  on his  writ ing  and poe try. However, he  was  not  
g iven the  chance . On April 7 , 1 8 6 8 , McGee  at tended a late -night  se s s ion 
in the  House  of Commons , where  he  gave  a pass ionate  speech in favour 
of nat ional unity. Re turning home , he  was  shot  and killed as  he  entered 
the  door of his  rooming house  on Sparks  Stree t  in Ottawa. It  is  generally 
be lieved that  McGee  was  the  vict im of a Fenian plot . However, Patrick 
James  Whe lan, who was  convicted and hanged for the  crime , was  never 
accused of be ing  a Fenian by the  Crown prosecutor. McGee  was  g iven a 
s tate  funeral. 
 
Key Terms, People and Places: 
 
 
Constitution 
A sys tem of rule s  and/ or principle s  upon which a nat ion, s tate  or other 
group is  governed. In Canada, the  cons t itut ion is  composed of writ ten 
documents  and unwrit ten convent ions . In the  words  of the  Supreme  Court  
of Canada: "cons t itut ional convent ions  plus  cons t itut ional law equal the  
total cons t itut ion of the  country." Some  acts  that  make  up Canada's  
cons t itut ion inc lude  the  Roy al Proclamat ion, 1 7 6 3 , the  Québec Act , 
1 7 7 4 , the  Cons t it ut ional Act , 1 7 9 1 , the  Act  of Union, 1 8 4 0 , the  Brit ish 
Nort h America Act , 1 8 6 7  (now renamed the  Cons t it ut ion Act , 1 8 6 7 ) , the  
St at ut e  of Wes t mins t e r, 1 8 3 1 , the  Canada Act , 1 9 8 2  and the  
Cons t it ut ion Act , 1 9 8 2 . Brit ish Acts  such as  the  Magna Cart a, 1 2 1 5 , are  
also  included. 
 
 
The Constitution Act, 1867 (formerly called the British North America Act, 1867) 
Known informally as  the  BNA Act , this  act  cons t itute s  a major part  of 
Canada's  Const itut ion. The  Act  entails  the  orig inal creat ion of a federal 
dominion and de fines  much of the  operat ion of the  Government  of 
Canada, including it s  federal s tructure , the  House  of Commons , the  
Senate , the  jus t ice  sys tem, and the  taxat ion sys tem. It  rece ived it s  
current  name  in 1 9 8 2 , with the  patriat ion of the  cons t itut ion (having 
orig inally been enacted by the  Brit ish Parliament) .  
 
 
Annexation 
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The  legal incorporat ion of some  territory into  another geo-polit ical ent ity 
(e ither adjacent  or non-cont iguous) . Usually, it  is  implied that  the  territory 
and populat ion be ing  annexed  is  the  smaller, more  peripheral or weaker of 
the  two merging ent it ie s . It  can also  imply a certain measure  of coercion, 
expans ionism or unilateralism on the  part  of the  s tronger of the  merging 
ent it ie s .  
 
 
 
 
 
Canadian Pacific Railway  
The  railway was  orig inally built  be tween eas tern Canada and Brit ish 
Columbia be tween 1 8 8 1  and 1 8 8 5  (connect ing  with Ottawa Valley and 
Georgian Bay area line s  built  earlie r) , fulfilling  a promise  extended to  
Brit ish Columbia when it  entered Confederat ion in 1 8 7 1 . It  was  Canada's  
firs t  transcont inental railway. Now primarily a fre ight  railway, the  CPR was  
for decades  the  only pract ical means  of long dis tance  passenger transport  
in most  regions  of Canada, and was  ins trumental in the  se t t lement  and 
deve lopment  of Western Canada. It s  primary passenger service s  were  
e liminated in 1 9 8 6  after be ing  assumed by VIA Rail Canada in 1 9 7 8 .  
 
 
 
The Railway Scandal (Canada’s first major scandal)  
News  broke  out  in the  summer of 1 8 7 3  that  Macdonald and his  
Conservat ive s  rece ived a whopping $ 3 5 0 ,0 0 0  in campaign funds  in 
exchange  for a lucrat ive  railway contract , enraging Canadians .  Evidence  
sugges ts  Macdonald and his  colleagues  personally pocke ted as  much as  
$ 2 5 ,0 0 0  in campaign funds  from financier Sir Hugh Allan. In re turn, Allan 
is  awarded the  cove ted contract  to  build the  railway to  Brit ish Columbia. 
The  Liberal oppos it ion accuses  the  ruling Conservat ive s  of corrupt ion. 
Although Macdonald denie s  any wrongdoing, the  scandal forces  the  prime  
minis ter and the  Conservat ive s  to  re s ign in 1 8 7 3 .  
 
The Fenians 
Named after warriors  of Irish legend, the  Fenians  were  committed to  
Ire land's  independence  from England. The  Fenian movement  orig inated as  
a secre t  socie ty in Ire land around 1 8 5 8 . In America, ve terans  of the  Civil 
War were  recruited into  the  socie ty. This  military fact ion ident ified Canada 
as  a vulnerable  Brit ish asse t , where  an Irish Republican territory could be  
founded. 
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Specific Ministry Expectations: 
 
Grade 8 History 
 

- Ident ify external and internal factors  and events  leading to  
Confederat ion (e .g ., polit ical deadlock, intercolonial trade , 
rec iprocity, Britain’s  repeal of the  Corn Laws , the  Fenian raids , the  
U.S. doctrine  of Manife s t  Des t iny, transportat ion and de fence  
is sues ); 

 

- Ident ify the  role s  of key individuals  (e .g ., Sir George -Ét ienne  Cart ier, 
Sir John A. Macdonald) , the  main events  leading to  the  s igning of 
the  Brit ish North America Act  (e .g ., the  Charlot te town, Quebec, and 
London Conferences ; coalit ion government  in the  Canadas) , and the  
reasons  for the  exclus ion of certain groups  from the  polit ical 
process  (e .g ., Firs t  Nat ion people s , women, the  Chinese  and 
Japanese ) . 

 
 
Activities: 
 

- Construct  an overs ized t ime line  with informat ion on the  process  
leading up to  confederat ion.  Each group can be  re spons ible  for 
different  events  and provinces  and could include  a short  
explanat ion for each event . 

 

- Make  a colle ct ion of “Heroes” comic  s trips .  Each character (or 
Father of Confederat ion, Oppos it ion leaders , Firs t  Nat ion people s , 
minority members  e tc .)  is  a comic  book hero and small groups  are  
to  cons truct  comic  s trips  that  out line s  the  life  of that  character.  
The  comic  s trips  can be  put  toge ther to  make  one  big  comic  book. 
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- Confederat ion “Risk” Factor: In this  game , divide  the  c lass  into  
different  groups; each group represent ing  a different  
province / territory, and one  group with a representat ive  of the  
Fathers  of Confederat ion for each different  provincial/ territorial 
group.  You will need a map of Canada on the  projector.  Each 
provincial/ territorial group will have  a fo lder containing  a graph that  
they must  cons truct  to  lis t  the  advantages  and disadvantages  of 
jo ining  confederat ion, and to  out line  1 0  reques ts  be fore  jo ining  
confederat ion, keeping his torical accuracy.  The  “Fathers” group will 
have  a fo lder that  contains  a budge t  or “negot iat ion barter”, and 
will have  to  de termine  convincing  arguments  to  convince  the  
provincial groups  to  jo in them.  Once  this  is  de termined, the  Fathers  
group will go  around to  try and negot iate .  Provincial/ Territorial 
groups  can work toge ther to  try and build a bigger re s is tance .  
When t ime  is  up, the ir progress  will be  recorded onto the  projected 
map.  The  province  or territory that  are  bes t  able  to  mee t  the ir 
reques ts  wins  the  game .  The  fo lders  will be  handed in to  check for 
his torical accuracy. 

 
 

- The  Canadian Pacific  Railway company: The  c lass  are  the  execut ive s  
of the  CPR, and they are  to  write  a bus iness  plan out lining the  
purpose  of building the  railway, and how they are  going to  achieve  
it .  This  would include  locat ing  labourers , finding funds , geographical 
plans , and out lining  the  geographical, social and polit ical challenges  
that  the  company will face . 

 

- Folk Art  Café : Each s tudent  is  to  represent  the  minority voice s  
(women, the  Chinese , the  Japanese  and Firs t  Nat ions  people )  
through art , song and poe try.  These  compos it ions  will come  
toge ther at  the  café , where  they will be  performed or presented 
and discussed.   

 

- Des ign a serie s  of commemorat ive  coins  and s tamps .  The  des ign 
and figures  are  to  be  care fully thought  out , and a paragraph be  
writ ten on why each coin/ s tamp features  the  des ign e lements . 

 
 
 
Resources: 
 
Canada in the  Making – Const itut ional His tory 
URL: ht tp:/ / www.canadiana.org/ c itm/ themes / cons t itut ion1 _ e .html 
 
Library and Archives  Canada (Informat ion, maps , polit ical cartoons )  
URL: ht tp:/ / www.collect ionscanada.ca/ confederat ion/ index-e .html 
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CBC te levis ion excerpt  about  the  Railway Scandal 
URL: ht tp:/ / archives .cbc.ca/ IDC-1 -7 3 -1 7 0 0 -
1 1 6 8 6 / polit ics_ economy/ polit ical_ scandals /  
 
CBC te levis ion and radio  excerpts  on John A. McDonald 
URL: ht tp:/ / archives .radio-canada.ca/ IDD-1 -7 3 -
1 4 5 6 / polit ics_ economy/ prime_ minis ters / john_ a_ macdonald/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme Four: 
Building The Wild, Wild West 

 
Songs By Mike (Track 9, 10 and 11) 
 
LOUIS & GABRIEL 
(Words  & Mus ic: Mike  Ford)  
From t he  album “Canada Needs  You - v ol. 1 ” - MapleMus icRecordings  
 
OH OH OH OH LOUIS RIEL / HERE COMES YOUR FRIEND GABRIEL 
 
De s ce nde d from the  Fre nch Voyage urs  on the  prairie  and the  Firs t  Nat ion pe ople  like  the  
Cre e  
Ne w e ye s  looke d out  on the  land of the  buffalo , we  call the m the  Me t is  
And the y live d with the  s e as ons  o f the  s un and the y live d be twe e n two  worlds  
Be twe e n the  wild and the  tame , a cultural bridge  
Cous ins  o f the  e arth, the y s poke  the  Fre nch language  
 
OH OH OH OH LOUIS RIEL / HERE COMES YOUR FRIEND GABRIEL 
 
Louis  Rie l had a vis ion and a dre am and the  Me t is  wante d him to  le ad 
And toge the r the y forme d a wis e  re s is tance  to  Canada’s  e xpanding  ne e ds  
And it  re s ulte d in a gre at  re be llion and Louis  got  chas e d away 
He  s ome  mis take s  and he  caught  the  blame  
But  he  gave  Manitoba it s  life  and name  
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OH OH OH OH LOUIS RIEL / HERE COMES YOUR FRIEND GABRIEL 
 
Gabrie l Dumont  - a Sas katche wan Me t is , he ro  o f the  gre at  northwe s t  
As  a marks man, hunte r (gamble r)  or ride r, he  was  always  the  be s t  
And he  s poke  s e ve ral Nat ive  language s  and he  was  a grac ious  ge ne rous  frie nd 
He  was  love d by the  Me t is  wome n and me n 
And he  brought  Louis  back to  le ad the m again 
 
OH OH OH OH LOUIS RIEL / HERE COMES YOUR FRIEND GABRIEL 
 
Sir John A. s e nt  a couple  thous and me n to  crus h the  s e cond re be llion fas t  
Gabrie l and Louis  fought  s ide  by s ide  but  the  re s is tance  could not  las t  
And Louis  thought  he  was  a Me s s iah and the y caught  him and made  him hang  
Gabrie l crie d as  he  e s cape d in the  s now 
Spe nt  his  las t  days  in a wild we s t  s how 

 
They had a vis ion of a new part  of Canada made  for the  people  of the  
plains  
But  Ottawa didn’t  want  that  kind of province  in the  great  domain 
And it  mighta been a great  s tep forward for divers ity across  the  land 
And today the  Met is  to  the ir children te ll 
about  the  two great  friends  - Louis  and Gabrie l 
 
OH OH OH OH LOUIS RIEL /  HERE COMES YOUR FRIEND GABRIEL 
OH OH OH OH LOUIS RIEL /  HERE COMES YOUR FRIEND GABRIEL 
 
Who was Louis Riel? 
(From the  Saskatchewan Archives  Board 
http:/ / library2 .usask.ca/ northwest / background/ rie l.htm) 
 
Louis  Rie l, a leader of his  people  in the ir re s is tance  agains t  the  Canadian 
government  in the  Canadian Northwest , is  perhaps  the  most  controvers ial 
figure  in Canadian his toriography. His  life  and deeds  have  spawned a 
mass ive  and diverse  lite rature .  
He  was  born in the  Red River Se t t lement  ( in what  is  now Manitoba)  in 
1 8 4 4 . A promis ing  s tudent , he  was  sent  to  Montreal to  train for the  
prie s thood, but  he  never graduated. An at tempt  at  training  as  a lawyer 
ended s imilarly, and by 1 8 6 8  Rie l was  back in the  Red River area. 
Ambit ious , we ll educated and bilingual, Rie l quickly emerged as  a leader 
among the  Mét is  of the  Red River. In 1 8 6 9 -1 8 7 0  he  headed a provis ional 
government , which would eventually negot iate  the  Manitoba Act  with the  
Canadian government . The  Act  e s tablished Manitoba as  a province  and 
provided some  protect ion for French language  rights .  
 
Rie l's  leadership in the  agitat ion, e specially his  decis ion to  execute  a 
Canadian named Thomas  Scott , enraged ant i-Catholic  and ant i-French 
sent iment  in Ontario . Although chosen for a seat  in the  House  of 
Commons  on three  occas ions , he  was  unable  to  take  his  seat  in the  
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house . In 1 8 7 5 , Rie l's  role  in the  death of Scott  re sulted in his  exile  from 
Canada. These  years  in exile  would include  s tays  in two Quebec asylums  
and the  growing be lie f in Rie l that  he  had a re lig ious  miss ion to  lead the  
Mét is  people  of the  Canadian northwest .  
 
In 1 8 8 4 , while  teaching in Montana at  a Je suit  miss ion, Rie l was  asked by 
a de legat ion from the  community of Mét is  from the  south branch of the  
Saskatchewan river to  present  the ir grievances  to  the  Canadian 
government . Despite  Rie l's  as s is tance , the  federal government  ignored 
Mét is  concerns . By March of 1 8 8 5 , Mét is  pat ience  was  exhausted and a 
provis ional government  was  declared.  
 
Rie l was  the  undisputed spiritual and polit ical head of the  short-lived 1 8 8 5  
Rebe llion. He  never carried arms  and hindered the  work of his  military 
head, Gabrie l Dumont . Rie l was  increas ingly influenced by his  be lie f that  he  
was  chosen to  lead the  Mét is  people . On May 1 5 , short ly after the  fall of 
Batoche , Rie l surrendered to  Canadian forces  and was  taken to  Regina to  
s tand trial for treason.  
 
At  his  trial, Rie l gave  two long speeches , which demonstrated his  powerful 
rhe torical abilit ie s . He  personally re jected at tempts  by his  de fence  counse l 
to  prove  he  was  not  guilty by reason of insanity. On 1  August  1 8 8 5 , a 
jury of s ix English-speaking Prote s tants  found Rie l guilty but  
recommended mercy. Judge  Hugh Richardson sentenced him to  death. 
Attempted appeals  were  dismissed and a special re -examinat ion of Rie l's  
mental s tate  by government  appointed doctors  found him sane . He  was  
hanged in Regina on November 1 6 , 1 8 8 5 . His  execut ion was  wide ly 
opposed in Quebec and had las t ing  polit ical ramificat ions . Whether seen 
as  a Father of Confederat ion or a traitor, he  remains  one  of the  most  
complex, controvers ial, and ult imate ly tragic  figures  in the  his tory of 
Canada. 
 
Who was Gabriel Dumont? 
Gabrie l Dumont  is  be s t  known as  the  man who led the  small Mét is  military 
forces  during  the  Northwest  Res is tance  of 1 8 8 5 . He  was  born in the  Red 
River area in 1 8 3 7 , the  son of Is idore  Dumont , a Mét is  hunter, and Louise  
Laframboise .  
 
Although unable  to  read or write , Dumont  could speak s ix languages  and 
was  highly adept  at  the  e s sent ial skills  of the  plains : horseback riding  and 
marksmanship. These  abilit ie s  made  Dumont  a natural leader in the  large  
annual Buffalo  hunts  that  were  an important  part  of Mét is  culture . At  the  
age  of fourteen Dumont  rece ived his  init iat ion in plains  warfare  when he  
took part  in a Mét is  skirmish with a large  group of Sioux at  the  Grand 
Coteau of the  Missouri River.  
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By the  1 8 6 0 s , Dumont  was  the  leader of a group of hunters  living  in the  
Fort  Carlton area. In 1 8 7 2 , he  took advantage  of the  growing traffic  on 
the  Carlton trail and opened a ferry across  the  South Saskatchewan River 
and a small s tore  ups tream from Batoche . In 1 8 7 3 , his  pos it ion as  a 
leader was  formalized when he  was  e lected as  pres ident  of the  short-lived 
local government  created by the  Mét is  living on the  south branch of the  
Saskatchewan.  
 
His  leadership role  in the  South Branch community cont inued. In 1 8 7 7  and 
1 8 7 8 , Dumont  chaired mee t ings  which drew up pe t it ions  to  the  federal 
government  asking for representat ion on the  Territorial Council, farming 
ass is tance , schools , land grants , and t it le  to  already occupied lands . 
Dumont  was  also  a member of the  de legat ion, which convinced Louis  Rie l 
to  re turn to  Canada and plead the  Mét is  case  to  the  federal government .  
 
When a provis ional government  was  declared in 1 8 8 5 , Dumont  was  
named "adjutant  general of the  Mét is  people ." He  proved himse lf an able  
commander and his  t iny army experienced some  success  agains t  
government  forces  at  Duck Lake  and Fish Creek. The  Canadian milit ia, 
however, proved too large  and too we ll equipped for Dumont 's  army, 
which collapsed on 1 2  May 1 8 8 5  after a four-day batt le  near Batoche . 
Dumont  avoided capture  by e scaping to  the  United State s  where , in 
1 8 8 6 , he  accepted an offer to  demonstrate  his  marksmanship by 
performing in Buffalo  Bill Cody's  Wild West  Show. After vis it s  to  Quebec 
(where  he  dictated his  memoires  in 1 8 8 9 )  Dumont  re turned to  his  o ld 
homestead near Batoche . He  lived there  quie t ly unt il his  death in 1 9 0 6 .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANADA NEEDS YOU 
(Words  & Mus ic: Mike  Ford)  
From t he  album “Canada Needs  You - v ol. 1 ” - MapleMus icRecordings  
 
Canada’s  century had bare ly begun 
She  needed millions  more  people  to  share  in the  fun 
Of populat ing  the  prairie s  and building  up s team 
For the  Boas t in’ bout  the  coas t -to-coas t  Canadian dream! 
 
So in England and Norway, Holland and the  Ukraine  
and in Germany and Greece  the  people  heard the  re frain 
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Of Canada boos ters  with pure  prairie  pride  
Who sang a tune full promise  that  could not  be  denied 
 
They said “why be  a pauper, a peasant  or s lave? 
Why work for a landlord ‘t il you’re  in the  grave? 
When in a garden of Eden across  the  great  sea 
There ’s  1 6 0  acres  for you totally free ! 
 
So why don’t  you..... 
 
Leave  your dirty crowded s tree ts  and be  a king  in Canada 
There ’s  an abundance  of everything in Western Canada 
Where  it ’s  never ever cold 
And the  s tree ts  are  paved with gold 
And you grow rutabegas  bigger than a loaf of bread 
tomatoes  bigger than a horse ’s  head 
 
Across  the  sea on a luxury cruise  you’ll sail to  Canada 
A smiling  man will le t  you choose  your land in Canada 
There ’s  milk and honey and a kitchen s ink 
There ’s  never any bugs  or drought  and the  farts  don’t  s t ink 
And you’ll grow wheat  for e leven months  every year 
grapes  for your wine  barley for your beer 
gold flakes  float ing  in the  atmosphere  
Step up and volunteer for your new career 
 
Grab your family and your sheepskin coat  and find your rebirth 
In the  only piece  of paradise  that’s  le ft  on the  earth 
Manitoba and the  Great  Northwest  are  calling  it ’s  true  
Cuz you need Canada and Canada needs  you! 
 
 
 
 
 
The Flood Tide 
(From His torica webs ite  
ht tp:/ / www.canadianencyclopedia.ca/ index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=J1 A
RTJ0 0 0 3 8 2 4 )  
The  period from 1 8 9 7  to  1 9 3 0  is  one  of the  most  dramat ic  in Canadian 
his tory. The  populat ion of the  West  exploded, from 4 0 0  0 0 0  to  2 .4  
million. A vas t  agricultural socie ty was  se t t led on the  plains , which was  
made  up of people  of s trikingly different  orig ins . A number of reasons  
contributed to  this  populat ion explos ion. 
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Firs t , Canada became  be tter known to  Europeans  as  a re sult  of a huge  
advert is ing  campaign. Thousands  of ads  and brochures  praised wes tern 
Canada as  the  "Last  Bes t  West ." Second, the  wes tern lands  of the  United 
State s , once  the  prime  des t inat ion of Europeans , had all been se t t led. 
Third, more  jobs  were  available  in the  West  in the  coal industry, lumber, 
and railway cons truct ion. 
 
Finally, re search by Canadian sc ient is ts  played an important  role . They 
deve loped new ways  of cult ivat ing the  prairie , which was  once  thought  to  
be  too dry to  grow wheat . Researchers  also  found new breeds  of wheat . 
The  most  popular s train of wheat , Red Fife , took too  long to  grow and 
was  often killed by fros t . In 1 9 0 4 , many farmers  los t  the ir crops  to  fros t . 
A few years  later, re searchers  introduced Marquis  wheat , which matured 
earlie r. In 1 9 1 0 , a year after Marquis  was  available , the  prairie  crop 
doubled from what  it  had been only five  years  be fore .  
 
At  the  centre  of the  campaign to  se t t le  the  West  was  the  minis ter of the  
interior, Clifford Sifton. In part icular, he  had encouraged groups  such as  
the  Ukrainians  to  come  to  Canada. Many Canadians  argued that  these  
immigrants  would not  fit  into  Canadian soc ie ty, but  Sifton knew that  the ir 
experience  would he lp them survive  be t ter than many others . 
  
The  s torie s  of the  wes tern homesteaders , who braved the  prairie  winters  
and the  lone liness  of the  open plain, are  part  of Canada's  imaginat ion. 
However, the  days  of pioneer life  in log  shacks  and sod huts  were  short . 
While  in theory every homesteader began with the  same  opportunity, 
soon a socie ty emerged that  had the  same  divis ions  as  e lsewhere , with 
wealthier farmers  and ranchers  on top.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A WOMAN WORKS TWICE AS HARD 
(Words  & Mus ic: Mike  Ford)  
From t he  album “Canada Needs  You - v ol. 1 ” - MapleMus icRecordings  
 
You see  the  sun come  up on the  homestead - and the  life  that  the  
morning reveals  



 4 0  

Firs t  the  butter is  churned, then to  housework you turn 
And by 9  you’ll be  out  in the  fie lds  
Was  a train that  made  you a farmer - you hear it  call in the  dis tance  at  
night  
It ’s  headin’ off to  hills  while  you’re  fee lin’ the  chills  
Of a harves t  that’s  frozen and white  
 
HEAR THE WHISTLE CRY 
TO THE PRAIRIE SKY 
A WOMAN WORKS TWICE AS HARD 
 
You’re  the  doctor for the  family and live s tock 
The  nurse  and teacher at  the  end of the  day 
Makin’ Saturday’s  feas t  and some  home  remedie s  
While  the  men take  the  cards  out  and play 
And after c leaning up the  lot  you embroider flowers  like  the  o ld country 
knew 
And des igns  to  God in this  house  made  of sod 
And somewhere  out  there  it ’s  callin’ you 
 
HEAR THE WHISTLE CRY 
TO THE PRAIRIE SKY 
A WOMAN WORKS TWICE AS HARD 
 
Be fore  all those  labour saving  device s  
She  dealt  with each cris is  
Dust , wind, cold and ice s  
Woah Lord a Woman works  twice  as  hard 
 
She  says  “Maybe  I’ll go  to  the  mountains  
Maybe  I’ll go  to  the  coas t  
Maybe  I’ll be  more  in the  interior 
Spreadin’ fre sh fruit  on my toas t  
She  says  Maybe  I’ll ge t  up to  the  Klondike  
Where  a woman’s  worth pure  gold 
When I’m prayin’ for rain and I hear that  train 
I see  a life t ime  unfold 
 
HEAR THE WHISTLE CRY 
TO THE PRAIRIE SKY 
A WOMAN WORKS TWICE AS HARD 

 
Life as a Woman Homesteader 
(From His torica webs ite  
ht tp:/ / www.canadianencyclopedia.ca/ index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=J1 S
EC8 1 0 3 3 3 )  



 4 1  

 
The  Dominion Lands  Act  of 1 8 7 2  se t  the  rule s  for homesteaders  in 
wes tern Canada. It  said that  a qualified se t t le r could ge t  a quarter-sect ion 
of land free  by paying a regis trat ion fee  of $ 1 0 . (A quarter-sect ion was  
approximate ly 6 5  ha.)  The  se t t le r became  owner of the  quarter-sect ion 
after three  years , provided that  a certain amount  of the  land had been 
ploughed and planted, and a house  had been built  on the  land. "Qualified" 
se t t le rs  meant  men who were  at  leas t  1 8  years  o ld. A woman could 
qualify if she  was  the  head of a family.   
 
The  firs t  task was  to  choose  one 's  quarter-sect ion and pay the  $ 1 0  t it le  
fe e . The  second task was  to  ge t  to  the  area where  the  quarter-sect ion 
was  located. An immigrat ion agent  would supply a "Se tt ler's  Cert ificate" 
which would ge t  the  se t t le rs  cheap railway fare  to  the  neares t  town. It  
was  common for the  husband to  arrive  ahead of the  re s t  of the  family in 
order to  build the  house . Most  familie s  then s tayed in the  railway town for 
a week or so  to  s tock up with everything they would need. They knew 
there  would be  no shops  nearby once  they reached the ir land. So they 
bought  food, farming implements , a s tove , poss ibly a tent , and horse s  or 
oxen and perhaps  some  hens . Then they piled the ir goods  and themse lves  
onto  the  wagon and se t  out  across  the  prairie  to  find the ir land.  Once  
they found the  land, they would build the ir home  and begin e s tablishing  
the ir farm. 
 
Homesteaders  had to  work very hard.  Both men and women contributed 
to  the  outdoor labour, and worked in the  fie lds .  Women's  household 
chores  included thumping the  washing c lean in a tub, baking bread, 
making pickle s , canning fruit  and vege table s , and perhaps  making soap 
and candle s  as  we ll. Children's  tasks  included looking after animals  and 
weeding the  vege table s . Everyone 's  work was  needed to  keep a family 
going.  
 
Somet imes  homesteaders  los t  a whole  year's  work because  the ir crops  
were  des troyed by a sudden hails torm, a drought , or a plague  of 
grasshoppers . Prairie  fire s  were  another hazard. To protect  the  
homestead, familie s  ploughed a firebreak around the  house  and barn. This  
was  a s trip of unplanted earth about  1 5  furrows  wide . Many 
homesteaders  found the  life  too  hard. They gave  up and moved to  the  
towns  and c it ie s . But  most  pers is ted unt il they could re turn to  the  Land 
Tit le s  Office  after three  years  to  c laim full ownership of the ir land. 
Because  of the ir perseverance , Canada became  one  of the  world's  leading 
producers  of wheat . 
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Key Terms, People and Places 
 
 
Metis: 
Also  his torically known as  Bois  Brule , mixed-bloods , Countryborn (or 
Anglo-Métis ) , the  Met is  are  one  of three  recognized Aborig inal people s  in 
Canada. The ir home land cons is ts  of the  Canadian provinces  of Brit ish 
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and Ontario , as  we ll as  the  
Northwest  Territorie s . The  Mét is  Homeland also  includes  parts  of the  
northern United State s  (specifically Montana, North Dakota, and 
northwest  Minnesota) . The  Mét is  Nat ion cons is ts  of de scendants  of 
marriages  of Woodland Cree , Ojibway, Saulteaux, and Menominee  
aborig inals  to  French Canadian and/ or Brit ish/ Ce lt ic  se t t le rs . 
 
 
Red River Settlement: 
The  area that  is  now known as  the  province  of Manitoba 
 
 
The Red River Rebellion: 
The  Red River Rebe llion or "Red River Res is tance" are  the  names  g iven to  
the  events  surrounding the  act ions  of a provis ional government  
e s tablished by Mét is  leader Louis  Rie l in 1 8 6 9  at  the  Red River 
Se t t lement .  It  was  the  firs t  cris is  the  new government  faced fo llowing 
Canadian Confederat ion in 1 8 6 7 . The  Canadian government  bought  
Rupert 's  Land from the  Hudson's  Bay Company in 1 8 6 9  and appointed an 
English-speaking governor, William McDougall, who was  opposed by the  
French-speaking inhabitants  of the  se t t lement . McDougall s ent  out  
surveyors  be fore  the  land was  offic ially trans ferred to  Canada and had 
them arrange  the  land according to  the  square  township sys tem used in 
Ontario . The  Mét is , led by Rie l, prevented McDougall from entering  the  
territory. After McDougall dec lared that  the  Hudson's  Bay Company was  
no longer in control of the  territory and that  Canada had asked for the  
trans fer of sovere ignty to  be  pos tponed, the  Mét is  created a provis ional 
government . Rie l undertook to  negot iate  direct ly with the  Canadian 
government  to  e s tablish Ass iniboia as  a province .  This  rebe llion re sulted 
in the  execut ion of Orangeman Thomas  Scott , the  e s tablishment  of the  
Manitoba Act , and the  Wolse ley Expedit ion to  enforce  Federal authority 
and the  arres t  at tempt  of Louis  Rie l. 
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Wolseley Expedition: 
The  Wolse ley Expedit ion was  a troop movement  authorized by Sir John A. 
Macdonald to  confront  Louis  Rie l and the  Mét is  in 1 8 7 0 , during  the  Red 
River Rebe llion, at  the  Red River Se t t lement  in what  is  now the  Canadian 
province  of Manitoba. The  expedit ion was  also  intended to  counter 
American expans ionis t  sent iments  in northern border s tate s .  Though the  
expedit ion was  cons idered success ful by Colone l Wolse ley, Louis  Rie l was  
able  to  e scape . 
 
 
 
Batoche 
The  s ite  of the  his toric  Batt le  of Batoche  during  the  Northwest  Rebe llion 
of 1 8 8 5 . The  Batt le  of Batoche  was  the  decis ive  Canadian victory over 
Mét is  rebe ls  that  led to  the  surrender of Louis  Rie l on May 1 5 , 1 8 8 5  and 
the  collapse  of his  Provis ional Government  of Saskatchewan` s  re s is tance  
in the  North-West  Rebe llion.  Fought  over the  week of May 5  to  May 1 2  at  
the  ad hoc  Mét is  capital of Batoche , the  s iege  was  noted as  the  firs t  true  
demonstrat ion of tact ical exce llence  and profe ss ional conduct  by the  
Canadian army in 1 8 8 5 . 
 
 
High Treason: 
A person is  guilty of high treason under the  Treason Act  if they 
"compassed or imagined" ( i.e . planned)  the  death of the  King, his  wife  or 
his  e ldes t  son and he ir;  
vio lated the  King's  companion, the  King's  e ldes t  daughter if she  was  
unmarried or the  wife  of the  King's  e ldes t  son and he ir; levied war agains t  
the  King in his  Realm or adhered to  the  King's  enemies  in his  Realm, g iving  
them aid and comfort  in his  Realm or e lsewhere ; counterfe ited the  Great  
Seal, the  Privy Seal or any of the  King's  money (reduced to  fe lony in 
1 8 6 1 ); imported counterfe it  English money (also  reduced to  fe lony in 
1 8 6 1 ); killed the  Chance llor, Treasurer ( this  office  is  now in commiss ion) , 
one  of the  King's  Jus t ice s  (e ither of the  King's  Bench or the  Common 
Pleas ) , a Jus t ice  in Eyre  or an Ass ize  judge , while  they are  performing 
the ir office s .  
 
 
Thomas Scott: 
A Scott ish-born Canadian and fervent  Orangeman, Thomas  Scott   (c . 
1 8 4 2  – 1 8 7 0 )  was  recruited by Canada to  fight  in the  Red River Rebe llion 
and was  captured and imprisoned in Upper Fort  Garry by Louis  Rie l and his  
men while  trying  to  at tack it  along with 3 4  other volunteers . While  
imprisoned Scott  cons tant ly threatened and insulted guards , and 
threatened that  he  would assass inate  Louis  Rie l upon gaining his  freedom. 
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Scott  made  an at tempt  to  e scape  but  was  recaptured by Rie l's  men and 
was  summarily executed for committ ing  insubordinat ion. 
 
 
Orange Institution:  
A Prote s tant  Faternal organizat ion based in Northern Ire land and Scot land.  
 
 
Manitoba Act: 
The  Manitoba Act  was  an Act  of the  Parliament  of Canada, and was  g iven 
Royal Assent  on May 1 2 , 1 8 7 0 . Taking e ffect  on July 1 5 , it  created the  
Province  of Manitoba. The  Manit oba Act  is  s t ill part  of the  Const itut ion of 
Canada.  It  was  adopted by Parliament  in re sponse  to  Met is  concerns  that  
culminated in the  Red River Rebe llion led by Louis  Rie l. Rie l was  a major 
influence  on the  Manitoba Act  s ince  it  was  based on his  lis t  of right , 
inc luding re lig ious  and language  rights , name ly rights  to  denominat ional 
schools  and rights  to  laws  in both French and English and the  protect ion 
of Catholic ism.  
 
 
“Buffolo Bill Cody’s Wild West” Show: 
A trave lling  c ircus / entertainment  show created by William Frederick 
“Buffalo  Bill” Cody. 
 
 
Homesteading: 
Homesteading was  se t t ling  on land g iven out  by the  government  and 
turning it  into  farmland. The  term part icularly applied to  se t t le rs  on the  
prairie s  in the  late  1 9 th and 2 0 th centurie s , although small family farms  in 
eas tern Canada were  also  somet imes  called "homesteads ." 
 
 
Marquis Wheat 
A hybrid varie ty of wheat , Marquis  wheat  was  orig inated by the  cerealis ts  
of the  Dominion Department  of Agriculture  at  the  Central Experimental 
Farm, Ottawa. The  cross ing  that  re sulted in Marquis  was  done  under the  
direct ion of Percy Saunders , but  credit  is  due  to  his  brother Charle s  
E.Saunders  for se lect ing , naming, te s t ing  and dis tribut ing  the  
varie ty.Because  of it s  early maturing  quality, Marquis  great ly extended 
the  area where  wheat  may be  safe ly grown. Its  head is  re s is tant  to  heavy 
winds  and it  yie lds  flour of high quality. By the  early 1 9 2 0 s , Marquis  made  
up at  leas t  9 0 % of the  spring  wheat  in wes tern Canada and over 6 0 % of 
the  spring  wheat  in the  US. 
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Specific Ministry Expectations 
 

- Describe  the  everyday life  of various  groups  (e .g ., Firs t  Nat ion 
people s , Mét is , Europeans)  in wes tern Canada in the  late  nine teenth 
century; 

 

- Explain the  factors  that  led to  the  se t t lement  of the  Canadian wes t  
(e .g ., federal government  policy of opening up the  prairie s  for 
European se t t lement , protect ive  tariffs , railroad cons truct ion); 

 

- Describe  the  causes  and re sults  of the  Red River Rebe llion of 1 8 6 9 -
7 0  and the  North-West  Rebe llion of 1 8 8 5  and explain the  role  of 
key individuals  and groups  (e .g ., Louis  Rie l, Gabrie l Dumont , the  
North-West  Mounted Police , Thomas  Scott , Big  Bear, 
Poundmaker,General Wolse ley, Catherine  Schubert); 

 

- Explain the  e ffects  of pos t -Confederat ion immigrat ion, new wheat  
s trains , and the  Klondike  gold rush on the  expans ion of Western 
Canada and Brit ish Columbia (e .g ., the  deve lopment  of prairie  
towns , the  entry of the  Yukon Territory into  Confederat ion, the  
growth of Dawson City) . 
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Activities 
 

- Retrial of Louis  Rie l: Separate  the  c lass  into  different  role s  (Rie l, 
judge , prosecut ion and de fence  teams , witnesse s )  and re try Louis  
Rie l and whether or not  he  should be  prosecuted with High Treason. 

 

- Media Frenzy: Us ing  different  perspect ive s  (Met is , Anglo-Canadian, 
Orangemen, e tc .) , create  a modern-day “Rie l” trial media coverage .  
This  should be  a serie s  of 3  or 4  to  cover the  deve lopment  of the  
trial and opinions  expressed by that  part icular perspect ive .  This  
could be  presented in newspaper form, radio , or even te levis ion. 

 

- Debate  whe ther or not  Sir John A. MacDonald was  a bully, a hero or 
s imply a product  of his  t imes . 

 

- Create  s torybooks  about  the  live s  of Met is  women and the ir 
contribut ions  to  the  explorat ion of Canada.  These  s torybooks  can 
be  shared with s tudents  in lower grades . 

 

- Start  a “Pioneer Carnival” where  s tudents  create  games  of the  
Western Pioneer era and share  the  games  with each other at  the  
carnival.   

 

- Create  government  pos ters  to  at tract  European Se t t le rs .  This  
could be  hand-made , or could use  software  such as  Adobe  
Photoshop to  incorporate  the  use  of te chnology. 

 

- Taking different  role s  (blacksmith, general s tore , schools ) , create  a 
mock pioneer village  in the  c lassroom.  Students  should use  props , 
decorat ions , and cos tumes  to  create  the ir “s tore” or home .  
Students  from other c lasse s  can come  to  this  mock village  and 
learn about  the  the ir unit .  A writ ten report  about  the ir role s  can 
accompany this  project . 

 

- Giving groups  different  budge ts , or g iving  groups  different  materials  
that  they could trade  each other for, s tudents  can build the ir own 
homestead.  A report  should out line  the  locat ion of the  homestead, 
geographical challenges , the  farming available , and what  building  
materials  were  used to  build the  home .  A miniature  mode l of the  
home  and farm can be  made  to  accompany the  report .   
 
 
 

Resources 
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Manitoba Heritage  Centre : in-depth informat ion about  Louis  Rie l 
URL: ht tp:/ / www.shsb.mb.ca/ Rie l/ indexenglish.htm 
 
Library and Archives  Canada: Link to  Famous  Canadians  
URL: ht tp:/ / www.collect ionscanada.ca/ confederat ion/ 0 2 3 0 0 1 -2 3 0 0 -
e .html 
 
Mysterie s  of Canada on Louis  Rie l and other Canadian s torie s  
URL: ht tp:/ / www.mysterie sofcanada.com/ Canada/ rie l.htm 
 
Manitoba His torical Socie ty 
URL: ht tp:/ / www.mhs .mb.ca/  
 
A Guide  to  Women in Canadian His tory 
URL: ht tp:/ / www.heroines .ca/  
 
Guide  to  Homestead and Prairie  Life  
URL: ht tp:/ / www.saskschools .ca/ ~ gregory/ intro.html 
 
The  Canadian Encyclopedia – Homesteading 
URL: 
ht tp:/ / www.canadianencyclopedia.ca/ index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=J1 S
EC8 1 0 3 3 2  
 


